Kabul under rocket attack 


Rebels fired a salvo of rockets into the Afghan capital 


an uprising against the Soviet-backed government. A Foreign Ministry 
spokesman said one rocket hit near a government refugee office in northern 
Kabul, killing one man and injuring three. Three other rockets hit 
southeastern Kabul, bat there were no reports or casualties. The rocket 
attacks on the capital were the first since last week, when rebels fired a 



Eariier Tuesday, the government displayed a huge cache or arms and 
explosives devices and said rebels had planned to use them to attack 
buildings and bazaars Tuesday. The Foreign Ministrv took foreign 
reporters to the headquarters of Khad, the secret police, where ihev had 
spread the weapons over several tables. Many or the devices had maridngs 
that indicated they came from the United States, Britain, Egypt, Sweden, 
China and Italy. Officials said the unmarked weapons and devices were 
made in Pakistan, which supports the Mujahcdeen. 
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AMMAN iJ.T.j — Jordanian officials Tuesday briefed an envoy from the 
director general of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organisation (UNESCO! about Israel's viulatiuns or educational liberties in 
the occupied territories. Father Bone, who is currently on a fact-finding 
tour of the Arab region, heard the views front tire Department uf 
Palestinian Affairs Director-General Ahmad Quianani at a meeting In 
Amman. Israel is cumjninfng serious violations of the Palestinian people's 
rights lo education by continuously dosing Arab schools and universities, 
Qalaiumi noted while reviewing the general situation in the occupied 
territories. The difficulties and obstacles laid before the \rab cduratiunal 
institutions, Qatanani said, come us a direct result or Israel's continued 
occupation of Arab territories and its determination to turn the Palesti- 
nians into an ignorant nation succumbing fu Israel's colonial rule. 
Qatanani presented Bone with documents and reports exposing Israel's 
violations or Palestinian rights in general and disrupting the Arab people's 
learning process ul educational institution*. 
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Prime Minis ter Zaid Rifai 


man’s 


Rifai and Aspin 
discuss Mideast 


i\ .s =tt v , AMMAN (J.T.) — Prime Minis- 
“ r '°ld "man tt ter Rifai Tuesday met with 

hom* ? visilin g u - s - Congressman Les 
•■ji . n . n “7 Aspin and discussed the situation 
in the Middle East, 
j Aspin. chairman of the Armed 
. ^ Services Committee of the House 


in the region. 

The meeting was attended by 
the U.S. Charge d* Affaires in 
Amman and a delegation accom- 
panying Aspin. 


r. of Representatives, is visiting Jor- 

lo r^'+ian as part of an orientation tour 

•■I'U’f «l1^ [P thd Mirl/lld ira<i 


• f 0 f ^ Middle East area, accord- 
l v * ing to U.S. embassy officials. 

r ' '/j ^ At his meeting with the prime 

• : minister, Aspin discussed Jor- 

' -j 10 dan's position with regard to the 

. voutt' Middle East question and heard 
■ *- r n Or the Kingdom's views over how to 
--■■■'.u bij achieve a just and durable peace 
' r.j.:cr.Kia ‘ ■■ — 


Later Tuesday, Aspin was re- 
ceived by Chief of Staff General 
Fathi Abu Taleb. who reviewed 
with him the military situation in 
the region and discussed scopes 
of cooperation in addition to 
issues of mutual concern. 


^“Mubarak: ACC is result 
3 of intense cooperation 

'i !l ■ J0IK. 1 


J "' rc .; “l ABU DHABI (Petra) — Egyptian 
' n '' President Hosni Mubarak has 
sai a that the Arab Cooperation 
vivo inn«P Coundl (ACC) was the outcome 
lOOSf pf cooperation and coordination 
-among the four founding Arab 
. -.LLS 'to states — namely Jordan, Egypt, 
- aw? Iraq and North Yemen — and 
•: Mianse consultations and deliberations 
ri The fl were continued throughout last 
x- ri.vwa.year after His Majesty King Hus- 
. ■: Liiici isein proposed the formation of 
- —such a council. 

:.-sjr 3 bfcK in remarks carried by the Abu 
. .. a>a:li) t Dhabi Arabic daily A1 Ittihad, 
_cwss y Mubarak said the ACC member 
: v. •ul'. stales would not embark on any 
: .j r-ntof- political action without coordinal - 
3ui toing with other Arab states, in line 
' aiifwith the inter-Arab agreements 
’ , . governing such issues. 

• hntii >?* Moreover, he said, the ACC 
- • -- -nicpiJ* will not shoulder the re- 

. 7 j -ne; * spousibility Tor finding a solution 

• the Palestine question alone but 
“ , jwill coordinate with the Gulf 

' m c Cooperation Council states and 

gith all Arab states since "the 
Palestine question is a pan-Arab 
horiCSl cause < which does not only con- 
cern the alliance states but the 
p©ilS whole Arab Nation." 

. , Mubarak stressed that the ACC 

• •\:’i " '“^stales would never adopt a hostile 


King congratulated 


, - position towards any Arab coun- 


"f * 45 tiy because "all of us are mem- 
:;!ii ' bars of the whole Arab Nation and 


. ■ 'AiliiU ’ - -- was Ul LUC WUUIC Al au nauuu auu 

A the ACC emanates from the Arab 
League, just as the GCC does." 
’ ,<■ ; The Egyptian president said the 

• L ...I,;,*?. ^Palestinian uprising would not 
- \ • :iv rt^stop unto “the Palestinians are 
? * !>nJe ^convinced that there is a hope for 


i t u J * Mnbarak expects U.S. Presi- 
..iin^dent George Bush to be as efTec- 
Motive in efforts for peace in the 
vr p', Ht . miiM Middle East. 

' u, n %. *" "Bush understands the Middle 


.Ljfi^Eisl problem very well. One may 
: 1 " ay h e ^ i n decision making, 

r-srisS 3 , Bt “ fact he is studying the 
dtnatkm before moving," Mubar- 

pap* tk said. 


In Amman, meanwhile, the 
Royal Court received more con- 
gratulatory cables addressed to 
King Hussein on the establish- 
ment of the ACC, which was 
proclaimed in Baghdad Feb. 16. 

King Hussein received cables 
from Kuwait's Sheikh Jaber AI 
Ahmad AI Sabah, Bahrain’s 
Sheikh Isa lbn Salman AI Khalifa, 
Qatar's Sheikh Khalifa lbn 
Hamad AI Thani, Kuwaiti Crown 
Prince and Prime Minister Sheikh 
Saad AI Salem AJ Sabab and 
Qatari Crown Prince and Defence 
Minister Sheikh Hamad lbn Kha- 
lifa. 

The King also received congra- 
tulatory cables from Arab League 
Secretary General Chadli Klibi, 
Egyptian People’s National 
Assembly Speaker Rifa't AI Mah- 
joub, former Lebanese Prime 
Minister Sai'b Salam, the secret- 
ary general of the Baghdad -based 
Arab Cooperative Association, 
the secretary general of the Arab 
Economists Association, the 
secretary general of the Arab 
Journalists Association and the 
president of the Iraqi General 
Federation of Trade Unions, the 
director of the London-based 
Arab Studies Centre and the 
chairman of the board of directors 
of the Arab Contractors' Associa- 
tion. 

King Hussein also received 
cables from representatives of the 
various Jordanian and Arab in- 
stitutions and organisations and 
members of the diplomatic corps 
in Jordan. 

The cables stressed that the 
formation or the ACC was a sin- 
cere, historical step on the path of 
Arab integration and cohesion. 

A prominent Arab economist 
has said that the establishment of 
the ACC was badly needed to 
counter international economic 
blocs that maintain economic and 
political ties with the Arab World. 
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Two Iraqi ministers 
begin visit to Jordan 


■j->gbegin visit 

u^MMAN (J.T.) — Two Iraqi 
. ntfiinisters arrived in Amman 

. Ait aMmaI incite frt I nr. 


' { ^esday on official visits to Jor- 

.. I PuInfiAne 


i for talks on bilateral relations 

/vi . .wFnd means of enhancing coopera- 

1 :--;tr J ^ 


\v, ,j s^on in various fields. 

In an arrival statement. Iraqi 


’ j,- mill ituiiiolvi wi 

and Mineral Resources 
>>:■ isham AI Kharib on energ>'- 
elated issues and exchange ex- 
'.V’i':-!-’ 7i>2rtise in this field. 

. P He said he would also hold 
"“'j with other Jordanian offi- 

,j»"als on bilateral relations. 

:> Iraqi Awqaf Minister Abdullah 
■■ ":.V discussed with his Jorda- 

• J : V® ^nnterpart Abdul Aziz AI 

iV'i? ;<fl V :h ^at scopes of cooperation in 


the field of wqaf. especially in- 
vestment of waqf property, and 
exchange of expertise. They also 
discussed issues on holding Isla- 
mic book exhibitions, (devised 
symposiums, lectures and the 
allocation of seats in the Uni- 
versity of Jordan and Baghdad 
University for students from both 
countries in line with an agree- 
ment signed last year. 


Both ministers praised the 
strong bilateral relations and paid 
tribute to the formation of the 
Arab Cooperation Council and 
noted in particular the efforts 
made by His Majesty King Hus- 
sein and Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein and the other Arab lead- 


Shevardnadze seeks 
ways to convince 

Israel over peace 


CAIRO (Agencies) — Soviet 
Foreign Minister Eduard She- 
vardnadze Tuesday sought a way 
to overcome one of the chief 
obstacles to his Middle East 
peace drive — Isaeli opposition 
to an international conference. 

The issue was the focus of a 
second meeting with Egyptian 
Foreign Minister Esina t Abdul 
Meguid. 

A ministry official said: "The 
two countries agreed on the im- 
portance of activating the Israeli 
position and convincing Israel of 
the importance of peace." 

Shevardnadze on the third stop 
of his Middle East mission has 
scheduled separate meetings in 
Cairo Wednesday with Israeli 
Foreign Minister Moshe Arens 
and, 'several hours later, with 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) leader Yasser Arafat. 

Israel's resistance to PLO in- 
volvement in the peace process 
was spelled out Tuesday by Prime 


Minister Yitzhak Shamir. 

On his arrival in France. Sha- 
mir described the PLO as “a very 
big obstacle to peace." 

Attempts by any party to rein- 
force the PLO position would be 
resisted as detrimental to the 
"cause of peace," he said. 

The Soviet blueprint outlined 
by Shevardnadze is based on a 
Middle East peace conference 
sponsored by the five permanent 
members of the United Nations 
Security Council and attended bv 
the PLO. 

Arens' government rejects the 
idea of a fully-fledged interna- 
tional gathering and wants direct 
talks with Arab states sponsored 
only by the United States and the 
Soviet" Union. 

According to the latest version 
of frequently-changed program- 
mes for Wednesday, Arafat will 
arrive just before Arens is due to 
fly out after giving a news confer- 
ence at the AI Salam Hotel. 


Shevardnadze postponed a 
speech to Egypt's ruling National 
Democratic Party (NDP) from 
Tuesday until Thursday when he 
is expected to make a progress 
report on his initiative. He then 
leaves for Baghdad, next stop on 
his 10-day, five-state tour. He is 
scheduled finally to visit Iran. 

Arens Tuesday visited Cairo's 
main synagogue and the Egyptian 
museum. 

Arens is the first minister from 
Shamir's new coalition govern- 
ment to visit Egypt. 

He held talks with President 
Hosni Mubarak Monday. 

Shevardnadze said Monday ex- 
isting chances of Arab-Israeli 
peace were genuine and the two 
sides should shed mutual suspi- 
cions and engage in “civilised 
dialogue." 

In a speech, Shevardnadze 
drew on a desen simile to empha- 



His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hussan, the 
Regent. Tuesday presents a prize to lrbid Mayor 


Abdul Rii/ak Tubcishai for securing first place in 
an imor-municipalit} competition l Perm photo) 


Regent: Regional cooperation 


needs change in consumption 


(Continued on page 2) 


Mr. Aspin, a Democrat from 
southern Wisconsin, was first 
elected to the U.S. Congress in 
1970. 


Bush will not be ‘stampeded’ 


by Soviet moves in Mideast 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Presi- 
dent George Bush said Tuesday 
that the United States had not 
yielded momentum in foreign 
affairs to the Soviet Union and 
said he still wanted take “pru- 
dent" steps in foreign policy. 

During an impromptu news 
conference on the eve of his 
departure on a six-day trip to the 
Far East, Bush was asked if 
Soviet Foreign Minister Eduard 
Shevardnadze's Middle East 
peace mission had given over 
momentum in the region to the 
Soviets. 

Bush said the hypothesis was 
preposterous, although later he 
said the Soviet role in the Middle 
East ought to be a "limited" one. 
He said there was no reason to be 
alarmed bv the Shevardnadze 


“The (foreign) policy is set. I 
campaigned on what the policy is. 


and I think it's quite clear,” the 
president said. “The question is. 


what specific steps do we lake 
now." 

“I'd like for the first step that 
we take to be a prudent step." 


Asked later to clarify that 
statement. Bush said: "What 1 


statement. Bush said: "What 1 
mean is 1 just don't want to send 
someone off on a mission, just to 
counter a trip by Mr. Shevar- 
nadze." 


PLO warning 


mission. 

“I don't want to be stampeded 
by the fact that the Soviet foreign 
minister takes a trip to the Middle 
East.” he said. “In my view that's 
a good thing. 


A senior Palestinian official 
warned the Soviet Union Tues- 
day against restoring ties with 
Israel before Washington and the 
Zionist state commit themselves 
to an international Middle East 
peace conference attended by the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO). 

Yasser Abed Rabbo. head of 
the PLO information department 


and a member of the PLO execu- 
tive committee, also accused 
Washington of stalling in talks 
with the PLO to gain time for 
Israel to crush the 14-month-old 
Palestinian uprising. 

“Washington is pushing Mos- 
cow into an unconditional re- 
sumption of ties with Israel, 
offering in return only promises 
of a wider Soviet role in the 
Middle East," he said in a tele- 
phone interview with the AP in 
Nicosia from the PLO's head- 
quarters in Tunis. 

"We don’t believe the Soviets 
will fall into this trap,” he said. 

Abed Rabbo said PLO Chair- 
man Yasser Arafat will discuss 
warming Israeli-Soviet relations 
when he meets Shevardnadze in 
Cairo Wednesday. 

"We believe any resumption of 
Soviet-Israeli ties should be link- 
ed to the convening of an interna- 
tional conference, attended by 
the PLO." he said. 


MADABA (Petra) — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan. 
the Regent. Tuesday culled for a 
change' in the consumption pat- 
tern in Jordan, particularly (hat 
the Kingdom is now looking for- 
ward to dealing with other Arab 
stales within a new concept of 
regional cooperation aimed at 
formulating an effective and pro- 
ductive development tool. 

Speaking at a celebration to 
honour municipal councils that 
won a competition organised by 
the Ministry of Municipalities and 
Rural Affairs and the Environ- 
ment, Prince Hassan said various 
regional development confer- 
ences held in Jordan had opened 
up a broad gate for responsible 
dialogue in line with the direc- 


tives of His Majesty King Hus- 
sein. Such meetings’ the Regent 


sein. Such meetings, the Regent 
said, have a comprehensive pers- 
pective that encourages construc- 
tive differences in opinion with a 
view to reaching a responsible 
and collective stand. 

The sectoral meetings held in 
the past months have contributed 
to strengthening ties and interac- 
tion among sectoral projects and 
helped development planning 


and economic situations, the Re- 
gent said. 

Throughout the past decades, 
the Regent said. Jordan has been 
able to live up to such challenges 
through dedicated work to build 
institutions capable of shoulder- 
ing the heaviest burdens of re- 
sponsibility. 

The Regent expressed hope 
that Jordan would he able, 
through self-control measures, to 
discuss development and econo- 
mic policies and chart the path 
(hat can correct the economic 
march by involving the entire 
society in the decision-making 
process. 

Hie Crown Prince called fur an 
end to duplication between the 
perspective of development and 
the perspective of financial and 
economic administration, and for 
a reconsideration of priorities 
with a view to providing capital 
for investments in the country. 

The creation of three secretar- 
ies general councils in The govern- 
ment has placed a major respon- 
sibility on the administrative 
machinery to create a natural 
interaction between sectors — 
such as agriculture and fold, and 


health and education — the Re- 
gent said. 

The Crown Prince stressed the 
need for evaluation meetings held 
e\er\ three months. 


Minister of Municipalities and 
Rural Affairs and the Environ- 
ment Murw.in AI Hmoud addres- 
sed the Madaba meeting and said 
the inter-municipality competi- 
tion organised by the ministry 
was aimed at providing incentives 
to municipalities to offer better 
services to the public and advance 
standards df performance. 

The minister called on local 
councils to concentrate on 
priorities and reschedule such 
priorities to conform with the 
current phase of comprehensive 
adjustment. 

The Regent presented awards 
and certificates of appreciation to 
the municipalities thai won the 
competition. The Municipality oi 
lrbid won the first prize in Categ- 
ory I municipalities followed by 
Salt and Tafilch municipalities. 
The celebration was attended by 
several Cabinet members, gov- 
ernors and heads of local coun- 
cils. 


MK says most uprising deaths 


Tehran hits back in churning 
EC twist to Rushdie row 


in army-initiated incidents 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — An Israeli legisla- 
tor said Tuesday that most 
Palestinian uprising victims in the 
occupied West Bank were killed 
during army raids of remote vil- 
lages and a growing number of 
the fatalities were teenagers 
rather than adults. 

Dedi Zucker of the Citizens' 
Rights Movement (CRM) said a 
new Israeli human rights group 
called "Image" was formed this 
week to stir more public aware- 
ness of these and other com- 
plaints of abuses by soldiers in the 
occupied territories. 

"A main need is to fight and 
cope with the repression. People 
are ignoring what is happening," 
Zucker told a gathering of the 
foreign press, association. 

In the occupied territories, 
meanwhile, businesses remained 
shut for a third consecutive day in 
the longest work stoppage 
ordered by underground uprising 
leaders. 

Observance of the strike was 
seen as a key test of the strength 


of leaders of the uprising that was 
launched Dec. 8 , 1987. 

Zucker. a member of the Knes- 
set (MK). said a study of the 322 
Palestinians the army says were 
killed in the first 13 months of the 
uprising showed most of the vic- 
tims in the West Bank were from 
isolated villages rather than re- 
fugee camps, often considered 
the main hotbeds of resistance 


activity. 

"1 think probably the most im- 
portant explanation is the initia- 
tives and raids by the army in 
small villages," said Zucker. He 
said the raids are often staged to 
root out popular committees who 
declare autonomy from the 
Israeli occupation authorities. 

"The number of killings then 
affecis the activity, so that in 
areas where more Palestinians 
are killed the tensions tend to 
escalate." Zucker added. 

Zucker’s contentions chal- 
lenged a key army assertion that 
soldiers use violence in the occu- 
pied territories mainly in re- 
sponse to stoning and firebomb 


attacks. 

Zucker cited the Tulkarem and 
Qalqilya areas of the West Bank, 
where 20 out of 30 Palestinians 
who died between Dec. 9, 19S7 
and Jan. 15. were from villages. 
In the city of Ramallah. no 
Palestinians were killed during 
that period, while 30 died in 
neighbouring villages, he said. 

Id the densely populated Gaza 
Strip, where there are no isolated 
villages, most of the 94 deaths 
analysed by Zucker occurred dur- 
ing clashes in crowded towns. 

On Tuesday, troops shot and 
wounded two Palestinians in the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip, in- 
cluding a 1 4-year-old wounded in 
his thigh and an 18-year-old criti- 
cally wounded in the shoulder, 
doctors said. 

In a related development, 
police said there were “growing 
indications" that an explosion 
that killed an Israeli taxi driver in 
the West Bank Feb. 9 was caused 
by a technical fault in his car and 
not an attack as earlier believed, 
Israel Radio reported. 


NICOSIA ( R) — Iran recalled its 
envoys from the European Com- 
munity (EC) Tuesday, increasing 
Tehran's isolation in ihe row over 
death threats against author Sal- 
man Rushdie. 

The Iranian move was in re- 
taliation for Monday's decision 
by EC members to withdraw their 
heads of mission and cut high- 
level contacts with Iran. 

Danish Ambassador Hans 
Grunnet left Tehran Tuesday. 
The West German ambassador is 
already in Bonn, while other 
heads of mission were preparing 
to follow. 

Britain is withdrawing all five 
of its diplomats after only reopen- 
ing its embassy last November. 

Iranian leaders, including prag- 
matists who have promoted more 
moderate relations with the 
West, closed ranks as the furore 
mounted over the death order 
against Rushdie for blaspheming 
the Islamic faith. 

Deputy Foreign Minister Ali 
Mohammad Besharati attacked 
Dutch Foreign Minister Hans van 
den Broek for cancelling a visit. 

Europe faced defeat in the 
clash with Iran over the British 
author's novel "The Satanic 
Verses.” Besharati said in a 


Tehran newspaper article quoied 
by the official news acenev 
IRNA. 

"And you Britain. Sweden. 
Denmark. Italy. Norway and 
(West) Germany: Don't threaten 
us. Such threats have always 
brought positive results for our 
people and losses for you.” 

Rushdie himself is in hiding 
under police protection in Bri- 
tain. The 41 -year-old author, 
born into a Muslim Indian family, 
has said he regretied offending 
Muslims in his award-winninu 
novel, a surreal work on good 
and evil. 

Iran's spiritual leader Ayatol- 
lah Ruholiuh Khomeini, who first 
ordered Rushdie's death 1(1 days 
ago. has rejected the apology". 


Bush backs EC 


President Bush said he sup- 
ported EC actions against Iran in 
response to the death threats. 

"I strongly support the EC 12 
declaration in response to the 
Iranian threats against Rushdie." 
Bush told a White House news 
conference — and he declared he 
would hold (he Iranian govern- 
ment accountable if its "incite- 
ment" resuhed in anv attacks on 


American interests. 

Tehran Radio quoted Prime 
Minister Mir-Hossein Mousavi as 
saying Tuesday Khomeini's edict 
"will undoubtedly be carried 
out... the person who has become 
a tool of Zionist against Islam... 
will be punished." 

Parliamentary Speaker Ali 
Akbar Hushcmi Rafsanjani 
echoed Tehran’s defiance against 
the European Community. 

“Wc do not fear any such 
threats and we are prepared to 
follow our own path at any 
costs." he told parliament. 

West Germany, which pressed 
hardest for EC sanctions against 
Iran at the foreign ministers' 
meeting in Brussels Monday, said 
it had shelved a cultural exchange 
agreement with Tehran. 

The West • German section of 
the international writers’ group 
PEN called for economic sanctions 
and urged French and West Ger- 
man publishers to put translations 
of "The Satanic Verses.” on (he 
market despite threats against 
them. 

Tlie French financial daily Les 
Echos said, however. French 
companies were slaying in Iran in 


(Continued on page 2 ) 


Amman’s drinking water — filtering the jargon 


This in the second of a iwo-part report 


By Najwa Najjar 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — Although the 
drinking water pumped to the 
Amman area from the East 
Ghor Canal (EGC) is bacteria- 
free, some water experts from 
the University of Jordan and 
the Royal Scientific Society 
(RSS) assert that it may con- 
tain some organic substance 
which may produce triha- 
lamerhans (THM — a pollu- 
tant said to be carcinagenic) 
when subjected to chlorination 
treatment. 


The director of the indust- 
rial chemistry department at 
the RSS, Dr. Murad Bino. and 
the manager of the environ- 
mental pollution studies divi- 
sion at the RSS, Subhi Rama- 
dan, point out that it is difficult 
to identify how much of these 
orgunic substances are actually 
present in the EGC, "Since no 
tests have been conducted," 
but agree that there is a prob- 
lem when some of these orga- 
nic materials are chlorinated. 

The RSS has presented to 
the Ministry of Planning a 
proposal to test for these pollu- 


tants. To-date they have not 
received a response to their 
request for funding. 

The Chemistry Department 
at the University of Jordan has 
alsO'Submitted a request to the 
Ministry of Planning to run 
tests on organic contaminates. 
"We have been refused since 
the university has a water re- 
search centre which knows how 
to run tests on only inorganic 
compounds.” said Alawi. 

The WAJ refutes claims that 
such compounds are present in 
the water. Gedeon says that 
pesticides had been monitored 
and are “below international 


levels — ■ if they are used.” 

He also refuted Alawi’s 
statement that the Ministry of 
Health was using the oldest 
kind of pesticide, DDT. at a 
level higher than the interna- 
tionally allowed standard. 

As for the phosphate and 
nitrate concentrations in the 
EGC. experts agree that the 
concentrations are “tolerable.” 
Both phosphate and nitrate can 
cause problems when in excess 
since they create an environ- 
ment suitable for abundant 
algea, which in turn lessens the 
amount of oxygen in the water, 
killing the live habitat in the 


water. 

In addition, if water with a 
heavy concentration of nitrate 
is taken in by humans, “the 
nitrate reacts with the blood, 
and the result is blue babies 
due lo the lack of oxygen." said 
microbiologist at the Universi- 
ty of Jordan. Dr. Fuad Hash- 
weh. adding that no other 
effects of nitrate are known. 

However, Hnshweh noted 
(hal algea growth in (he EGC 
was "minimal and harmless," 
especially in winter, indicating 
low concentration of nitrate 
and making the treatment of 
the water “easier.” 


Summer is another story, 
said Hashweh, explaining that 
in mid-April "the temperatures 
rise, water level decreases and 
nutrients in the water increase, 
producing a number of algea.” 
As for the phosphate con- 
centrations, Hashweh notes 
that they come mainly from 
washing detergents which can 
not be treated In plants. "Phos- 
phate allows the water quality 
to deteriorate and 1 believe 
that detergents with phos- 
phates should be banned by 
Jordan,” he said. 


(Continued on page 4) 
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Arab League opens 
Lebanon crisis talks 


KUWAIT (R> — An Arab League committee opened 
talks Tuesday with Lebanese religious leaders in a 
fresh bid to reconcile Lebanon’s warring factions 
and end a five-month-old political crisis. 


Committee Chairman Sheikh 
Sabah A1 Ahmad A) Sabah, 
Kuwait's foreign minister, 
warned it could be the last chance 
to save Lebanon from splitting 
apart. 

“If the Lebanese do not take 
advantage of the spirit of interna- 
tional harmony and do not benefit 
from the efforts of .the Arab 
League committee, then the chance 
may not return." he told partici- 
pants in opening remarks. 

The committee comprises the. 
foreign ministers of. Kuwait, Jor- 
dan, the Ltaited Arab Emirates, 
Algeria, Sudan and Tunisia. It 
held its inaugural meeting in 
Tunis last month. 

Lebanon, ravaged by nearly 14 
years of civil strife, has since last 
September had no president, riv- 
al governments and a paralysed 
parliament. 

Sheikh Sabah said Lebanon 
risked being tom apart unless its 
leaders quickly revived the coun- 
try's political institutions and re- 
moved the causes of civil war. 

He urged the six leaders repre- 
senting Maronite, Catholic, 
Greek Orthodox, Sunni Muslim, 
Shi'ite Muslim and Dmze com- 
munities to speak freely and ob- 
jectively. 

A Kuwaiti official said the 
leaders would separately address 
the six-man committee in closed- 
door sessions. Maronite Patriarch 
Butros Sfeir would be the first to 
speak, followed by Sunni Muslim 
Mufti Sheikh Hassan Khaled. 

The committee would seek to 
refine a working paper presented 
by Kuwait during last month's 


meeting with Lebanon’s rival 
prime ministers and parliament 
speaker, the official said. 

The paper sets broad goals 
including election of a president, 
withdrawal of foreign troops and 
revival of the country’s army and 
political institutions, he added. 

The army is split along secta- 
rian lines and challenged by mili- 
tias that control parts of the 
country. At least 70 people were 
killed in east Beirut last week in 
street battles between units from 
the maioly-Christiao army and 
rightist militiamen. 

The latest bout of fighting fol- 
lowed bloody battles between 
two rival Shi'ite militias last 
month in which at least 142 peo- 
ple were killed. 

Lebanese sources quoted by 
Reuters said Sfeir would urge the 
containment of militias in Beirut, 
the withdrawal of Syrian troops 
from the capital and early pres- 
idential elections. 

Muslim clerics, on their part, 
would seek priority for reforms 
giving Muslims more power in 
Lebanon's Christian-dominated 
sectarian political system , the 
sources said. 

"The Arab panel wants first to 
know individual proposals and 
visualisations on the means of 
bringing about a national recon- 
ciliation in that war-tom coun- 
try." said a source quoted bv the 
AP. 

The talks are focused on an 
Arab working paper outlining a 
possible settlement to the 
Lebanese strife. 


assassination bid 


BEIRUT (AP) — Police have 
reported that the leader of Leba- 
non’s main rightist militia 
escaped assassination, but one of 
bis bodyguards was killed and a 
second was wounded when gun- 
men ambushed his motorcade. 

A police spokesman said Mon- 
day that Samir Geagea, 39. riding 
in a bulletproof BMW car, was 
unhurt after his escorts shot it out 
for five minutes with men who 
intercepted the six-vehicle motor- 
cade on east Beirut's Jisr Al 
Basha highway. 

The attackers escaped and no 
group claimed responsibility, he 
said. 

The spokesman, speaking on 
condition of anonymity, said that 
the ambushers raked the motor- 
cade as it approached an intersec- 
tion in Jisr AJ Basha at 11:45 a.m. 
(0945 GMT). 

The militia leader was driving 
to a meeting with army comman- 
der Michef Aoun, and soldiers 
took charge of escorting him to 


the meeting at the presidential 
palace in east Beirut's Baabda 
suburb, the spokesman reported. 

Monday marked the first direct 
meeting between Aoun and 
Geagea since last week's bloody 
confrontation between the 
Lebanese Forces militia and 
Aoun’s regular units. 

The fighting for control of the 
Christian heartland east and 
northeast of Beirut killed more 
than 76 people and wounded 200, 
by police count. 

Aoun's 20,000 troops now hold 
75 per cent of the Christian en- 
clave in Lebanon. 

Geagea later described Mon- 
day’s talks as positive and told 
reporters: “We can consider all 
last week's incidents as a thing of 
the past.” 

Geagea appeared on bis mUi- 
tia’s television station eight hours 
after the ambush and called it an 
“an accident." 

Geagea said the clash took 
place when an army patrol, sent 


No one has officially disclosed 
the contents of the working pap- 
er, but sources told the AP it was 
based on ending the foreign pre- 
sence in Lebanon, electing a pres- 
ident and conducting political 
reforms. 

The Muslim and Christian cler- 
ics met in two separate groups 
Monday night, each side working 
out unified stands in dealing with 
the committee, said the sources. 

The league panel also met to 
discuss the Arab working paper 
with a team of Kuwaiti Foreign 
Ministry experts. 

The Kuwait News Agency said 
the experts lined up the working 
paper on basis of the Lebanese 
constitution of 1926. The Maro- 
nites have traditionally held key 
posts in Lebanon, and Muslims 
have demanded a share of the 
power that reflects their larger 
population. 

In various statements pub- 
lished in Kuwaiti newspapers, the 
visiting Lebanese clerics were in 
agreement on the necessity of 
ending the Israeli occupation of 
Lebanese territory and ending 
the foreign presence in their 
country. 

“A way out of the crisis Jies in 
pushing out those who created 
it," Patriarch Ignatius Hazim was 
quoted as saying. The newspapers 
said he was alluding to the Israeli 
occupation of South Lebanon. 

Sfeir also said the Israeli 
occupation "should be tackled on 
basis of U.N. Security Council 
Resolution 425 which calls for 
Israel’s withdrawal." 

Sheikh Sbamseddin said the 
Lebanese parties are discussing 
with the Arab panel “the Israeli 
factor and its impact on the 
Lebanese crisis.” 



Samir Geagea 

to escort him to Aoun's head- 
quarters. failed to recognise his 
men and opened fire thinking 
they were gunmen infiltrating 
into army-controlled areas. 

Sources close to Geagea said 
on condition of anonymity that he 
was playing down the attack to 
avert a new outbreak of fighting 
with the army. 

Military sources, also speaking 
privately, said the army was in- 
vestigating the assassination 
attempt. 


Shevardnadze seeks to convince Israel 


(Continued from page 1) 

sise that Middle East peace pros- 
pects are not a mirage. 

He spoke during a dinner Mon- 
day night, hosted by Abdul 
-Meguid. He also spoke of "a rare 
historic opportunity" to forge a 
Middle East peace settlement. 

“Here, where the eye is de- 
ceived at rimes by the desert 
mirage, there must be no room 
for political illusions." Shevard- 
nadze said. 

“The peacecul horizons of the 
Middle East are not imaginary', 
not a mirage. Their concept is 
based on a conscious and realistic 
realisation of supreme ■ responsi- 
bility for the destinies of peo- 
ples.” 

He said all parties to the con- 


flict should abandon mutual 
“doubts and suspicions and dis- 
play a will and readiness to have a 
civilised dialogue.” 

Shevardnadze said he found 
readiness for peace in Syria and 
Jordan. 

He said his talks with President 
Hafez Al Assad of Syria and His 


Majesty King Hussein “gave us 
the impression that Arab leaders 
look to settlement of Middle East 
problems from a peaceful stand- 
point. 

“Everything behooves us to 
move urgently to the subject of 
convening the international con- - 
'fere nee through practical steps." 


Iran hits back at EC 

(Continued from page 1) on the Rushdie 


the hope of gaining lucrative con- 
tracts for post -Gulf war recon- 
struction. 

“French companies still believe 
in normalisation," it said. 

Outside the EC. Sweden said it 
was recalling its ambassador from 
Tehran to brief the government 


on the Rushdie affair, which has 
become the most inflamatory ex- 
ample of Islamic fundamentalism 
since the seizure of the American 
hostages in Tehran in 1979. 

The Geneva-based Interna- 
tional Publishers' Association 
(IPA) called on governments to 
denounce the threats against 
Rushdie. 





1 : -V; * vV; , 

I >' 

I .. 

I > m- 
L-'VV' 


,V/v# 












An Israeli policeman shoves a Palestinian away as he tries to aid his son from arrest in Jerusalem 
Friday 

Dole: Israel! violence against 
uprising erodes U.S. support 


TEL AVIV (R) — U.S. Senate 
Republican leader Bob Dole said 
Monday Israel's violent response 
to the Palestinian uprising had led 
to a decline in American support 
for the Zionist state. 

“I think they (Israelis) are los- 
ing support and I see it in my own 
part of the country... people are 
opposed to violence," the Senate 
minority leader told Israel Radio. 

"I understand the Israelis have 
been provoked many times, but it 
just doesn’t wash anymore. And I 
think it’s going to have an impact 
on Congress,” the Kansas senator 
said. 

At least 390 Palestinians have 
been killed in the 14-month-long 
uprising in the Israeli-occupied 
West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

Washington. Israel's closest 
ally, has criticised the Zionist 
state for using excessive force in 
quelling protests and has accused 
it of violating Palestinian rights in 
the occupied territories. 


Israel receives S3 billion a year 
in U.S. aid. 

Two Democratic Party legisla- 
tors involved in approving the 
aid. Senator Patric Leahy and 
Congressman David Obey,., 



Bob Dole 


warned last week that it might be 
cut unless the human rights re- 
cord improved. 

Asked if he agreed with them. 
Dole said: “I. think, that’s a possi- ' 
bility, I think it’s remote at this 
time. 

“I don't see that much erosion, 
but I do believe that a lot of 
people are asking questions: 
'Why do we always support 
Israel? Why do we veto any 
reprimand of Israel in the United 
Nations'?” he added. 

The United States last week 
vetoed a Security Council resolu- 
tion that would have strongly 
deplored Israel's actions in the 
West Bank and Gaza. 

Dole, who failed to win the 
Republican Party nomination for 
the U.S. presidential election, 
said Washington was under press- 
ure from Arab-Araericans for a 
more even-handed policy and 
would scrutinise more closely fu- 
ture aid requests from Israel. 


middle east he ws in brief 

Israelis shell Lebanese village 

NABATIYEH, Lebanon (AP) - Israeli troops shelled a village 

ta femhUbanon Tuesday, following “ 

attack Police said five people were wounded, iney said 

rSsLce fi^terattacked Laeti positions on the 

of Alman and Shoumarieh inside Israel s 

zone" fo 1 South Lebanon at 9 a.m. (0700 GMT). Pobce didnof 

give further details of the guerrilla attack. Ttef 

retaliated bv shelling Zawtar, six kilometres bom ™ 

market toum of Nabatiyeh. Police said among the casualties were 

a 54-year-old man, his wife and daughter, injured when a mortar 

round slammed into their house. 

Mauritanians celebrate Maghreb union 

NOUAKCHOTT ( R) — Thousands of people, mostly of Moorish 
origin, took to the streets of Nouakchott Monday m support of 
the Arab Maghreb Union proclaimed last week by the leaders of 
Algeria, Libya, Mauritania, Morocco and Tunisia. _ Mauntaman 
prudent Maaouya Sid ’Ahmad Ould Taya told the crowd the 
government would abide by its pledge towards the region^ union 
I of 62 million people, seen as a step towards eventual unity 
between all Arab states. 

Sudanese rebels shell Juba 

KHARTOUM (AP) — Rebel forces began shelling the southern 
provincial capital of Juba Monday with heavy artillery, according 
to a rebel broadcast over their clandestine radio monitored here. 
The radio said a rebel unit of John Garang’s Sudan People’s 
Liberation Army (SPLA) called the “Shinning Star" has been 
carrying out the shelling and hinted the operation will continue 
until the city’s downfall. There was no immediate government 
reaction and no independent verification of the claim. The SPLA 
Wednesday claimed capturing Liria. a heavily defended southern 
town southeast of Juba, which is a prime rebel target. The rebels 
late last month also captured the Upper Nile town of Nasir after 
months of siege. Nasir is 800 kilometres south of Khartoum and 
32 kilometres’ from the Ethiopian border. 

Brazil sells military planes to Iran 

SAO PAULO (AP) — Brazil’s government-controlled aircraft 
• manufacturer, Embraer, said Monday it had sold 15 “Tucano” 
turboprop military trainer planes to Iran for $35 million. 
Embraer’s press office said in a telephone interview that the 
Iranian air force had already taken delivery of five aircraft which 
were tested at a Brazilian air force compound in the central state 
of Minas Gerais by a group of 12 Iranians, including pilots and 
technicians. The press office refused to elaborate further on the 
deal. 

Greek court clears Palestinian 

PIRAEUS (AP) — A Palestinian sought by the United States for 
the 1982 bombing of a Pan Am Jumbo jet was cleared Monday of 
illegal weapons charges in connection with a makeshift knife 
found in his prison cell. A misdemeanor court in this Athens port 
city acquitted Mohammad Rashid, 39, and sent him back to 
Korydallos prison, where he has been jailed since his arrest here 
last May. “I had it (the knife) because I fear for my life. I also fear 
they may extradite me to the United States," Rahid told reporters 
in the court room. Prison guards found a makeshift stiletto and a 
file in Rashid's cell during a random search of his prison block last 
Friday. “I don't think the objects found in his cell could really be 
used to harm anyone,” prosecutor Zacharias Kokkinakis told the 
court. A bomb threat received during the hearing forced die 
evacuation of the court house, surrounded by dozens of police 
officers and security officers cradling submachine guns. The trial 
resumed after a one-hour break. 

Egyptian minister sfaps down opposition 

CAIRO (R) — An Egyptian government minister Monday 
slapped two members of the opposition during a parliamentary 
row over accusations of torture and corruption. Trouble flared 
when President Hosni Mubarak's interior minister, Zaki Badr. 
denied charges that he overstepped his authority and that police 
•held suspects too long and sometimes used torture. The minister, 
accusing an opposition journalist of faking photographs of alleged 
torture victims, produced a tape which he said showed a 
prominent fundamentalist was a black marketeer. Two members 
of the centre-right New Wafd Party cried to hit Badr, who slapped 
them. His police bodyguards stepped in. Parliamentary guards 
intervened and Speaker Rifaat Mahgoub adjourned the house for 
two weeks, sending one opposition member before a disciplinary 
committee. Badr is considered by the opposition — socialists, 
Islamic fundamentalists and tree-enterprise liberals — to be a 
hardline law-enforcer. 


lraq-lran meeting postponed; Tehran frees 83 PoWs 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — 
The first meeting between Ira- 
qi and Iranian officers under 
Unked Nations auspices sche- 
duled for Wednesday had been 
postponed indefinitely, accord- 
ing to a U.N. official. 

Also Tuesday. Iran released 
;83 Iraqi prisoners of war (PoWs) 
•out of a group of 260 it plans to 
repatriate, according to a re- 
port by the official Islamic Re- 
public News Agency (rRNA) 
monitored in Cyprus. 

The U.N. official, speaking 
to the AP on condition of 
anonymity, said the two coun- 


tries cannot agree on where the 
so-called mixed military group 
should meet within the cease- 
fire line on their joint border. 

A spokesman for the U.N. 
observers said Sunday the 
officers were supposed to meet 
along the road between the Iraqi 
town of Khanaqin and the Ira- 
nian border town of Qasr-e- 
Shirin in the central sector of 
the Gulf war front. The meet- 
ing was to be supervised by 
Major-General Slavko Jovic. 
commander of the United Na- 
tions monitors. 

The official refused to say 


which country expressed re- 
servations on the meeting 
venue, but said U.N. observers 
are trying to work out a solu- 
tion. 

The military officials were 
supposed to handle issues aris- 
ing from the implementation of 
the ceasefire agreement. Both 
governments agreed to partici- 
pate in the group during a late 
January mission by U.N. spe- 
cial envoy Jan Eliasson. 

The Iranian news agency 
said the rest of the 260 prison- 
ers, all sick and disabled, will 
leave Iran in two days. 


The agency, monitored in 
Nicosia, said three Iraqi PoWs 
had sought and were granted 
asylum in Iran. 

Iran said the release of the 
prisoners was a unilateral ac- 
tion to mark -the . 10th 
anniversary of its revolution. 
Iraq last month freed 255 Ira- 
nian PoWs in a peace gesture. 
. Iran and Iraq each accused 
the other of bad faith when a 
plan to exchange nearly 1,600 
sick or disabled PoWs broke 
down in November after only 
211 prisoners had been 
swapped. 


According to ICRC esti- 
mates Iraq bolds about 30,000 
Iranian PoWs while Iran holds 
more than twice that number 
of Iraqis captured.. 

' U.N. Secretary-General 
Javier Perez de Cuellar 
announced earlier this month 
that the foreign ministers of 
Iran and Iraq would resume 
face-to-face peace talks under 
his supervision in New York 
□ext month. 

The peace talks, which 
started five days after an Aug. 
20 ceasefire, have been dead- 
locked. 
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11.49 Dhuhr 
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CHURCHES 

St. Mary of Narartth Clrarch SweJOeh, 

Tel. 811/740 

Assemblies or God Chnrch, Tel. 
632785. 

StL Joseph Church Tel. 624590. 
Church Of the Annunciation Tel. 

637440. 

De la Salle Church Tel. 661757 
Terrasanta Church Tel: 622366 
Church or the Annunciation Tel. 
623541. 

Anglican Church Td. t>253K3. Tel. 
628543. 

Armenian Catholic Chnrch Tel. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Chnrch Tel. 
775261. 

St. Ephraim Church Tel, 77J751. 
Amman international Chnrch Tel. 
6S5326. 

Evangelical Lutheran Chnrch Tel: 

SI 1295. 

Rainbow Congregation Td. 822605. 
The Chnrch of Jesus Christ of Latter- 
Day Saints Td. 8158 1 7. 821264 

WEATHER 

Bulletin suppled by the Department of 
Meteorology. 


DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


It will be partly cloudy in general 
with northwesterly moderate wind. In 
Aqaba, it will be partly cloudy and 
scattered rain is expected and wind witf 
be northerly moderate and seas calm. 

MinVmox. temp. 

Amman 4/15 

Aqaba 10/21 

Deserts 2/17 

Jordan Valley 11/22 

Yesterday's high temperatures: Am- 
man 14. Aqaba |9. Humidity readings: 
Amman 4u per cent, Aqaba 52 per 
cent. 

USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Ramzi Al Mizzawi 894788 

Dr. Salah A ’Issoud 674028 

Dr. Ofhman Mustafa 774024 

Dr.ZeinZaghlOQl 638591 

Firas pharmacy ...661912 

Ferdows pharmacy 778336 

Al Asema pharmacy 637055 

Naironkh pharmacy 623672 

Al Salam pharmacy. 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shine isani pharmacy 637660. 


IRBID: 


Jordan Television 

...773111 
...774J 11 

Ai Sharaa’ pharmacy 

ZARQA: 

(985238) 

Water Authority 

Jordan Electricity Authority 
Electric Power 

... 6801U0 
... 815615 

Dr. Ghada 'Akkari ....... 


Company 

...636381 

Khalifeh pharmacy 

985417 

RJ Flight Information 

Queco Alia Inti. Airport. 

08-53200 

QS-S2QO0 


EMERGENCIES 

Civil Defence Department 661 it I 

Civil Defence Immediate 

Rescue 630341 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Police 192,621111,637777 

Fire Brigade 622091W3 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 65639OT1 

Public Security Department 

656000/685111 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661 176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints 897467 

Amman Municipality • 

Complaints 787111 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 12 

Overseas Grib L... 17 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Abdaii Telephone Repairs 661101 


HOSPITALS 


AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre ... 
Khalidi Maternity. J. Amu 
Akilch Maternity, J. Anu. 
Jabal Amman Maternity... 

Malhas.J. Amman 

Palestine. Sfaraeisani 

Shrocisani Hospital 

University Hospital 

AIrMuasher Hospital 

The Islamic. Abdali 

Af-Ahfi. Abdali 

I Italian, Al-Muhajrcen .... 
Al-Bashir, J. Ashraficb .... 

Army. Marka 

Queen Alia Hospital 

Amal- Hospital 

ZARQA; 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital 

Zarqa National Hospital .. 

Ibn Sina Hospital 

IRBID: 

Princess Basina Hospital .. 

■ Greek Carbolic Hospital 


813813/32 
. 644281/6 
. 642441/2 
.... 642362 
.... 636140 
. 664171/4 
.... 669131 
.... 845845 
. 667227/9 
666127/37 
. 664164,6 
. 777101/3 
775111/26 
891611/15 
602240/50 
.... 674155 


(09)983323 

(09)991071 

(09)986732 

[02)275555 

(02)272275 


Ibn Al Nafecs Hospital (02)247 100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital .... (03)314111 

MARKET PRICES 


Uppcrflo^’cr price in fUs per kg. 

Apple 500 / 4IJ0 

Banana 350 / 300 

Banana (Mukammar) 300 / 250 

Beans 700 / 600 

Broad beans 450 / 400 

Cabb3ge 200 / 160 

Carrots 250/200 

Cauliflower 200 / 160 

Cucumbers 570 / 500 

Dates 600 / 500 

Eggplant 260 / 200 

Garlic 250 / 200 

Grapefruit 220 / 160 

Lemon 250 / 200 

Lettuce (per one) 150/100 

Marrow (large) 400 / 300 

Marrow (small) 600 / 500 

Orange (Shammouli) 440 / 380 

Orange (local) 320/270 

Onion (dry) 220/170 

Onion (green) 240/ 180 

PepperThw) 900/700 

Pepper (sweet) 550 / 450 

Potato 280/220 

Spinach 120 / 80 

Mandarin 450 / 400 

Tomatoes 160/ 120 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by Royal 
Jordanian ( RJ) information depart- 
ment at the Queen Alia International 
Airport Tel. ( 08)53200-5 , where it 
'should always be verified. 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Terminal 1) 

Aqaba (RJ) 

WdO Cairo (RJ) 

09-.45 Dubai. Abu Dhabi I RJ) 

Kfc®* D hah ran. Kuwait I RJ I 

11:15 Lamaca, Damascus (RJ) 

Hfc28 Los Angeles, Chicago, Vienna 
(RJ) 

1*8® Riyadh (RJ) 

*7:05 Paris (RJ) 

17 JO Hew York, Vienna (RJ) 

l7 MS London. Geneva (RJ) 

17:55 Brussels, Frankfurt (RJ) 

Madrid. Rome (RJ) 

19:45 Belgrade. Bucharest (RJ) 

90‘Jfl Baghdad (RJ) 

Other Flights (Terminal 2) 

JM5 Cairo ( MS j 

Ssirm'a, Jeddah (rY)' 


14:10 Istanbul, Ankara (TK) 

15:00 Jeddah (SV) 

1&35 Tunis ITU) 

20^5 Tripoli, Damascus (PK) 

21:05 Frankfort, Damascus (ILH) 

DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) nights 

(Terminal (1) 

8fe55 Aqaba (RJ) 

*0:45 Belgrade, Bucharest (RJ) 

11:00 .... Amsterdam. New York (RJ) 

HJ® Riyadh (RJ) 

ildO ■ Tunis, Casablanca 1 RJ) 

1249 Geneva, London (RJ) 

19:15 Calcutt a (RJ) 

W:4® Kuwait. Doha (RJ) 

19:45 Bahrain, Dhahran nU) 

29:10 Baghdad (Rl); 

20:15 Jeddah (RJ) 

20 Cairo fei) 

2fH30 Abu Dhabi, Dubai ffljj 

21:80 Damascus (RJ) 

22.-60 Bangkok (RJ) 

Other Flights (Terminal (2) 

A* 3 ® Cairo, London (BA> 

®8:15 Beirut (ME). 

6&35 Larnaea, Zurich (SKI 

10-J0 Cairo (MS/ 

t*:*® Rorae(AZ) 

1*15 Jeddah, Saw* (W) 

13dfl Baghdad' (IA) 

KrfO TmoE(U5 

1640 Medina, Jcod*h (SV) 

17:35 KirwatOT) 

21:35 k»n miPB-' 
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CONDOLENCES: His Royal Highness Prince Mohammad, the 
personal representative of His Majesty King Hussein, Tuesday 
delegated the deputy Karak governor to convey his condolences to 
AJ Tarawneh family over the death of the late Abdul Karim Salman 
Al Tarawneh. Prime Minister Zaid Rifai also delegated director of 
Karak Police Department to convey his condolences to Al Tarawneh 
family. (Petra) 

CROWN PRINCE CONGRATULATES QATAR: His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan, the Regent. Sunday sent a cable to 
Emir of Qatar Sheikh Khalifa Ibn Hamad Al Than!, congratulating 
him on the anniversary of the assumption of his constitutional powers 
as Emir of Qatar. Prince Hassan wished Sheikh Khalifa continued 
good health, happiness and success and the Qatari people further 
progress and prosperity'. (Petra) 

ASSAD TO ATTEND LITERARY FESTIVAL: Minister of 
Higher Education Nassereddin AJ Assad has been selected to be a 
guest of honour at a literary festival to be organised in Egypt on the 
first centennial of Taha Hussein, the famous Egyptian writer. The 
minister is one of the late Egyptian writer’s students and is 
considered a prominent literary figure in Jordan and the Arab World. 
Assad, who is also a poet, has written a treasure of books. (Petra) 

CZECH DELEGATION: Cooperation between Yarmouk Uni- 
versity and the Czechoslovak University of Kominos in geology, 
chemistry, computers, physical and art education was discussed at a 
meeting at the university here Tuesday. The Czechoslovak Universi- 
ty President Ladislav Meliors and Yarmouk University President 
Mohammad Hamdun discussed these topics in the presence of 
university deans and professors and university officails. The Czechos- 
lovak visitors later had a meeting at the University of Jordan with its 
President Abdul Salam Al Majali to discuss cooperaton between the 
two universities. (Petra) 

AGRICULTURE COMMODITIES: Direcor General of the Agri- 
cultural Marketing and Processing Company (AMPCO) Ghazi Abu 
Hassan Tuesday discussed with Director General of the Syrian Seeds 
Improvement Corporation Na’asan Mohammad means of developing 
commercial exchange, with main focus on agricultural commodities. 
(Petra) 

TARAWNEH VISITS THE SOUTH: Supply Minister Fayez 
Tarawneh Tuesday visited the Ministry of Supply departments and 
warehouses in both Karak and Tafileh Govemorates and voiced the 
ministry’s readiness to provide farmers with bran and barley within 
the next few days. (Petra) 

HASHISH PEDDLER JAILED: The military governor has en- 
dorsed the military court’s verdict sentencing Mohammad Nizar 
Salim Kibiawi to six years in prison and a fine of JD 500.after finding 
him guilty of the acquisition of hashish. (Petra). 

University to host meeting 
on environmental pollution 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A three-day 
symposium on environmental 
pollution by chemical substances 
is due to open at the University of 
Jordan Sunday under the patron- 
age of His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan, according to a 
university announcement. 

The announcement quoted Dr. 
Mahmoud AUawi, the rapporteur 
of a committee preparing for the 
symposium, as saying that the 
meetings aim to spread awareness 
among specialists and members 
of the public alike on the dangers 
of pollution and ways to handle 
such danger and protect the en- 
vironment. 

In a statement, AUawi re- 
viewed the working papers which 
the participants will discuss dur- 
ing the meetings and said that the 
first day of the three-day meeting 
will deal with international pollu- 
tion problems through a working 
paper presented by a West Ger- 
man professor and another by the 
Royal Scientific Society. 

AJlawi said that papers to be 
reviewed in the first dav will also 


focus attention on chemical subst- 
ances which cause cancer and 
harmful chemical substances used 
in preserving food. 

On the second day the partici- 
pants will hear lectures on pesti- 
cides and a report by the Ministry 
of Agriculture on the pesticides 
situation in the Kingdom, as well 
as a lecture on pollutants of air, 
water and food resulting from 
cigarette -smoking. 

The second day will tackle 
occupational hazards to which 
factory workers are exposed to as 
a result of handling heavy metals, 
and the pollution of the atmos- 
phere as a result of factory fumes. 
AUawi noted. 

He said that the participants 
will hear a lecture on means of 
purifying the air and maintaining 
a healthy atmosphere. 

Taking part in the symposium, 
the first of its kind in Jordan, are 
delegates from West Germany, 
the University of Jordan, the 
Ministry of Agriculture and the 
Royal Scientific Society. 


Saqqaf leaves for Rabat 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A Jordanian 
delegation left for Rabat Tuesday 
to take part in a technical com- 
mittee meeting preparing for a 
ministerial meeting of the Arab 
League Social and Economic 
Council Thursday. 

The delegation that left for 
Rabat is headed by Ministry of 
Industry and Trade’s Secretary 
General Mohammad Saqqaf who 
said that the meeting will discuss 
a report on the economic and 
social conditions in the occupied 


Arab territories. 

Other topics on the agenda are 
the question of the Arab World’s 
food security as well as a perma- 
nent pan-Arab trade fair. 

Arab League sources said that 
the ministers will also look into 
reports about the effects of the 
recent flooding in Sudan. 

Saqqaf is accompanied by rep- 
resentatives of the Foreign Minis- 
try and the Ministry of Industry 
an Trade. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

The following listings are compiled from monthly bulletins and 

the daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify the listed 

time and place with the concerned institutions. 

EXHIBITIONS 

-fr An art exhibition by Pan! and Emanuel Guiragoussian at Abdul 
Hamid Shorn an Foundation. 

* The Arab Contemporary Artists exhibition at A! Wasiti 
Gallery. 

* An exhibition of models of the Jordanian plastic art, in which 22 
Jordanian artists are participating, at the Spanish Cultural 
Centre. 

☆ An exhibition entitled “The Tuebingen AUlas of the Middle 
East" at the Department of Geography, the University of 
Jordan. 

* A photography exhibition entitled “Under Pure Skies" exhibit- 
ing 100 I9tb century photographs of the Middle East at the 
Yarmouk University- 

■ir An exhibition of paintings of Jordan by Lnz Marina Robertson 
at the Petra Bank Gallery. 

☆ An exhibition of Polish contemporary art at the Royal Cultural 
Centre. 

☆ An exhibition of Islamic art and calligraphy by Jordanian artist 
Mo hammad Mubaidin at the Housing Bank Gallery. 

* An exhibition on Alia, an Islamic medieval city, port of 
Palestine and (he storehouse of Ryaz on the China Sea, at the 
Yarmouk University. 

* An exhibition of Arabic books which includes 15,000 books on 
science, education and culture at the Karak Community 
College. 

☆ An art exhibition by Jordanian artist ’Adrian Yahya at Alia Art 
Gallery. 

☆ An exhibition of paintings by French artist Francoise Petrovitcb 
at the French Cultural Centre. 

-$■ An archaeological mobile exhibition on Td Abu Hamid 
agricultural settlement at the University of Jordan. 

THEATRE 

* Shakespeare’s Romeo & Juliet will be performed by the London 
Shakespeare Group at the University of Jordan — 4:00 p.m. 


Joint Jordanian-Soviet 
committee to meet in A 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The joint 
Jordanian-Soviet economic com- 
mirtee is to bold its first meeting 
in Moscow in the first half of 
April and Ministry of Industry 
and Trade’s Secretary General 
Mohammad Saqqaf has been 
charged to lead the delegation for 
the meeting, according to an offi- 
cial announcement. 

The announcement said that 
the committee will discuss trade 
deals on equal basis between the 
two sides and will probe areas of 
cooperation in tourism which 
would entail encouraging Soviet 
tourist groups to visit Jordan. 

The two sides will also explore 
the possibility of implementing 
joint projects in fertilisers and 
timber processing, and discuss 
the question of bolding a Jorda- 
nian industrial fair in the Soviet 
Union which will sell products 
directly to the public, according 
to the announcement. 

Also on the agenda, the 
announcement said, is the ques- 
tion of' opening Jordanian trade 
centre in Moscow to promote the 


sale of national products. 

The joint committee was 
formed last year to help develop 
trade and bolster economic ties 
between the two sides. 

Last month an announcement 
here said that the Soviet Union 
will import its first consignment 
of Jordanian phosphate during 
this year in implementation of an 
agreement signed by the two 
sides in Moscow in December 
1988. 

The announcement also said 
that the two sides agreed at a 
meeting that a Soviet technical 
committee should visit Amman to 
pave the way for the April meet- 
ing in Moscow. 

Jordan at present imports 
Soviet iron ore, timber, paper, 
equipment and chemicals. 

Saqqaf said upon returning to 
Amman from a recent visit to 
Moscow that the Soviet Union 
wished to purchase 40 types of 
Jordanian products ranging (torn 
toothpaste to washing machines 
and pesticides. 


Cultural season begins 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Minis- 
try of Culture and National Herit- 
age Tuesday announced the start 
of a cultural season in the King- 
dom including poetry reading, 
theatre and plastic art exhibition. 

The announcement was made 
by Minister of Culture and 
National Heritage Mohammad 
Hammouri who said that the first 
poetry season ever organised by 
the ministry will start at the Royal 
Cultural Centre Sunday and will 
last for at least one month. ; 

At least 32 Jordanian poets and 
12 literary critics will be involved 
in the event which will be spread 
over nine sessions. 

The Ministry of Culture and 


National Heritage last year orga- 
nised theatre and plastic arts sea- 
sons but it was not able to arrange 
for a literary season, according to 
the minister. “ 

Hammouri said that the minis- 
try is planning a short story sea- 
son to follow the poetry reading, 
while at the same time it would go 
ahead with other literary and 
plastic arts programmes. 

He noted that the ministry will 
hold a ceremony to distribute 
awards to those excelling in their 
literary and artistic contributions 
in order to give impetus to the 
literary movement in the 
Kingdom. 




Shakespeare group at Yarmouk 

Hie London Royal Shakespeare Group Monday presented a 
performance of Romeo and Joliet al Yarmouk University’s Facility 
of Arts. Dr. Fuad Al Shaikh Salon, Yarmouk University’s vice 
president, was among an audience of deans, teachers and students 
attending the performance. (J.T.) 


Shacks to be removed from 
Aqaba’s coastal areas 


AQABA (J.T.) — The Aqaba 
Region Authority (ARA) has 
embarked on the removal of 
shacks and dilapidated buildings 
located along the northern cost of 
Aqaba because they distorted the 
city’s general appearance and ob- 
structed vacationers from benefit- 
ting from the coast area, Al Dus- 
tour daily quoted ARA President 
Bassam Qaqish as saying 
Monday. 

Qaqish said the ARA had set 
up teams to study the situation 
before embarking on this cleanli- 
ness campaign but “the owners of 
the properties under demolition 
have been compensated for their 
loss.” 

Qaqish noted that JD 59,000 
has been paid to the owners, and 
the dwellers of the rented shacks 
were offered new homes with 
good services in the Shall aleh 
residential area or were offered 
pieces of land for nominal prices. 

Only 12 families were found to . 
have been living in the areas in 
question and sufficient time was 
given to them to move to the 
other areas, Qaqish added. 

He said that the northern coas- 
tal strip will not be developed for 
tourism purposes. According to 
Qaqish the area, which is being 
cleared for public utility, forms 
nearly 50 per cent of the total 


length of coast! and allotted for 
tourism development schemes. 

At present other ARA teams 
are involved in conducting an 
assessment of compensation to be 
paid to inhabitants of the central 
coastal region which has been 
spotted with shacks, and proper 
compensation will be paid to the 
residents who will be asked to 
move prior to offering the area 
for tourism development 
schemes. 

Qaqish last month opened a 
two-week training course in 
Aqaba on means of developng 
coastal regions and protecting the 
environment. 

The ARA president told the 20 
participants that a 27-kilometre 
coastal stretch in Aqaba is being 
developed as a regional centre for 
land mid sea transport and one 
where industry and tourism are 
flourishing rapidly- ' 

Also last month the Urban 
Development Department 
(UDD) awarded a local construc- 
tion firm a JD 88,000 contract to 
carry out a development project 
in Aqaba's Shallaleh district. 

UDD Director General Hish- 
ma Al Zagha said that nearly 
4,300 inhabitants of the Shallaleh 
old district will benefit from the 
project which will take 20 months 
to complete. 


Haj Hassan 
tours Syrian 
locomotive 
service station 

DAMASCUS (Petra, J.T.) — 
Minister of Transport and Tele- 
communications Khaled Al Haj 
Hassan Tuesday visited a service 
station which provides mainte- 
nance to locomotives operating 
along the Syrian railways in the 
region of Aleppo, northern Syria. 

Accompanied by his Syrian 
counterpart, Yousef Ahmad', the 
minister was briefed on the 
maintenance operations carried 
out at the station and also in- 
spected a unit which is charged 
with manufacturing spare parts 
for trains and locomotives. 

The two ministers were accom- 
panied on the visit by members of 
the Jordanian and Syrian delega- 
tions involved in the general 
assembly meetings of the joint 
Jordanian-Syrian land transport 
and maritime companies. 

On Monday, Haj Hassan and 
Ahmad signed the minutes of 
meetings by the general assemb- 
lies of the joint Syrian-Jordanian 
land transport and maritime com- 
panies. 

Haj Hassan said in a brief 
statement at the signing cere- 
mony that the resolutions taken 
at the meeting are bound to give 
impetus to the two companies' 
operations. 

He added that the ministries of 
Transport in Jordan and Syria 
had accomplished their share of 
resolutions taken by the joint 
Jordanian-Syrian Higher Com- 
mittee meetings. 

Ahmad, for his pan, said that 
the two sides were working hard 
to promote cooperation in all 
fields. 


Royal Jordanian Deputy Chief Executive AqeJ AACO's Airports Services Committee at the Ishtar 
BQtqji Tuesday addresses the opening session of the Hotel of the Ma’tn Spa Village (Petra photo! 

AACO committee begins talks on 
unifying Arab airport services 


AMMAN (Petra, J.T.) — The 
Airports Services Committee of 
the Arab Air Carriers Organisa- 
tion (AACO) opened a two-day 
meeting at the Ashtar Hotel of 
the Ma’in Spa Village, south of 
Amman, to discuss unifying ser- 
vices systems at Arab airports. 

The "participants, who repre- 
sent 20 Arab airlines will also 
discuss the question of including 
agents of airport services in the 
Arab World in the AACO’s com- 
mittee, in view of their contribu- 
tions to these services, which 
include processing of passengers, 
air freight, air mail and other 
tasks. 

Addressing the opening session 


was Royal Jordanian deputy chief 
executive officer Aqel Biltiiji who 
welcomed the 40 delegates and 
said that the topics on the agenda 
are of significant importance for 
air transport services at all Arab 
airports. 

Biltaji underlined the import- 
ance of unifying systems for 
ground services to ensure more 
comfort for passengers and effi- 
cient services. 

According to Biltaji, the dele- 
gates. including representatives 
from Gulf Airports Services 
Association (GAS A) who are 
attending for the first time, will 
make a review of previous meet- 
ings held lost year and a special 


report on a unified index of tech- 
nical terms to be used by :i!i 
airport services in the Ar..o 
World, Biltaji said 

He said (hat the index hud been 
compiled by a committee repre- 
senting Royal Jordanian. tSse 
Saudi Arabian Airlines, th- 
Kuwait Airways and the 
Air. 

The participants, who -ire ::i! 
executives in charge of !x.:sG*.- 
operations and services. inJ! hc_: 
a report on airport service- 
plied in Canadian airport- :•» be 
presented by officials represent- 
ing emigration and passport de- 
partments in Canada. 


Jordan to attend conference on 
protection against natural disasters 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan will 
be among 23 countries to take 
part in an international confer- 
ence scheduled for March 11 in 
The Hague to discuss means of 
protecting the Earth from disas- 
ters resulting from destabilisation 
of the environment. 

The conference, which will be 
held at the headquarters of the 
International Court of Justice, 
has been organised by the French 
government to mark the French 
Revolution's second centennial. 

According to a statement from 
the French embassy here the con- 


ference has been called in a bid to 
draw attention to the grave dan- 
gers posed to the planet Earth as 
a result of damage to the ozone 
layer, which, it said, could lead to 
the destruction of all life on the 
surface of the earth. 

The statement said that despite 
repeated warnings by scientists 
and governments issued in this 
respect, no serious and practical 
action has yet been taken to deal 
with such global problem. Only 
through international coopera- 
tion, backed by political decisions 
and serious endeavours on the part. 


of various world nations, can this 
problem be solved, the statement 
noted. 

The environmental hazards, j; 
added, are bound to affect all 
countries without exception, and 
it is incumbent on all people to 
take serious responsibility to re- 
duce such^ danger. 

According to the statement, 
delegates to the coming confer- 
ence are expected to adopt a join: 
decision that would pave the way 
for global cooperation in protect- 
ing the Earth's atmosphere. 
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NORTH HASH1M1 & MAD ABA STREET 

ARAB BANK HAS THE PLEASURE TO ANNOUNCE THE 
OPENING OF TWO NEW OFFICES IN 

North Hashimi & Madaba Street 

CUSTOMERS ARE INVITED TO DEAL WITH THE NEW 
OFFICES WHICH CAN PROVIDE THEM WITH THE 
FOLLOWING SERVICES: 


DIRECT 

— OPENING OF. ACCOUNTS 

— DEPOSITING AND WITHDRAWING CASH 

— CHEQUE DEPOSITS • 

-P- TRAVELLERS CHEQUES 

CASHING INCOMING TRANSFERS . 

5 - ISSUING MOMfeY-ORDERS 

— BILLS/CHEQUES FOR COLLECTION 


INDIRECT (Thru the Branch) 

— ISSUING CHEQUE BOOKS 

— LETTERS OF CREDIT 

— GUARANTEES 

— ISSUING CARDS FOR THE ATM 

— COLLECTION BILLS/IN & OUT 

— CREDIT FACILITIES APPLICATIONS 


Clients who have accounts with any Arab Bank branch 
in Jordan can deposit and withdraw money 
from anv of the offices. 


Hashimi Cash Office 

Hashimi Mount., Main Street 

Tel. 8881(1* 8881(2 

JFax. 888163 

P.O. Box 6904, Amman 


Madaba Street Office 
Wihdat, Madaba Street. 
Tel. 74(801, 74(805 
Fax. 746817 

P.O. Box 16067, Amman 


All our branches and offices can serve our clients needs in 
cash foreign currencies morning and evening. 
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Erasing Israelis’ fears 


AS Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir and his Foreign 
Minister Mosbe Arens continue to reject the PLO as an 
interlocutor in the Middle East peace process and nersist on 
calling the organisation a mortal enemy of Israel and the 
ultimate threat to its security and survival, the PLO through 
its Chairman Yasser Arafat perseveres in its sanguine 
prognosis of events by calling for a common market linking 
Israel with its Arab neighbours. 

Faisal Husseini, a PLO sympathiser in occupied Jeru- 
salem has also made an attempt to allay the inner fears of 
Israelis about the imaginary threat that a Palestinian state 
would pose to the security of Israel by calling for a 
demilitarised state devoid of an army. Mr. Husseini has 
suggested such a formula cm the grounds that any such 
Palestinian state would earn its security through interna- 
tional guarantees, thus rendering the need for an army 
moot. Mr. Husseini also assured the Israelis that a 
Palestinian state would not make claims to territory beyond 
the 1967 borders. The PLO flirtation with peaceful and 
overtures aim to assuage the average Israeli voter and win 
him over on the side of a genuine settlement of the 
Pales tinian case and if need be to accomplish this Herculean 
task over the beads of the existing Israeli leadership. 


Meanwhile Europe and the two superpowers are marking 
time in anticipation of deep transformation in Israeli 
attitudes and perspectives in favour of peace. The U.S. has 
said as moch recently when its Secretary of State James 
Baker called for time out to allow the process of silent bridge 
construction between Israelis and Palestinians sufficient 
grace period to complete its course. The Soviet Union is also 
applying some form of friendly persuasion on Israel by 
attempting to convince it that it does not really have 
anything to fear from an international peace conference. At 
the same time Europe keeps pushing for the idea of an 
International conference on peace in the Middle East by 
applying a double pressure on both the U.S. as well as Israel 
to give the conference idea a chance. The keys that can 
u nlock the door s tanding solid in the face of the peace 
process are nevertheless in the hands of the Israeli people. 
HopefoUy there is still time to translate the slow but sure 
change of heart within Israel on the framework for peace 
between them and their neighbours into institutionalised 
political will that can untie the chain that is still enslaving 
the whole peace process to old and persistent fears, anxieties 
and complexes on both sides of the fence. On their part, the 
Arabs have done and are doing all that they can to erase 
such fears and complexes. It is now the Israelis’ torn to do 
something about their share of the bargain. 


JORDAN PRESS EDITORIALS 


THE Soviet Union's position with regard to the Middle East peace 
efforts was discussed by the A1 Ra’i Arabic daily Tuesday/. The 
paper said that in his press conference before' departure from 
Amman, the Soviet foreign minister said that a preparatory 
meeting should be held by the U.N. Security Council to open the 
road for the Middle East peace conference. This proposal, the 
paper noted, reflects the importance the Soviet Union is attaching 
to the coming parley for the sake of achieving a just and durable 
peace. Indeed, said the paper, ample preparations are required 
on the part of the international community if the coming 
conference is to achieve its end. All observe® of the Middle East 
developments agree that a speedy solution must be found for the 
Arab-Israeli conflict, particularly in view of the current atrocities 
committed by Israel against the Palestinians and ia the light of 
reports submitted by the numerous United Nations teams which 
had visited the Middle East region. A preparatory meeting, the 
paper added, should be considered as a means to mobilise all 
U.N. efforts and enlist support of the greater number of nations 
for the coming important conference. 


A columnist in A1 Ra'i daily urged the U.S. administration to try 
to understand the needs of the world today and to respond 
favourably to Moscow's sincere bids to achieve peace world-wide. 
Abdul Rahim Omar says that the Bush administration ought to 
properly assess the new policies adopted by Moscow which is truly 
oriented to the establishment of security around the globe and 
removing the spectre of nuclear holocaust. The Middle East is one 
of the areas which the Soviets are now ready to delve in to bring 
about security, stability and peace and this should now acquire 
due attention from the U.S. as it did from the European 
Community, says the writer. It is true, the writer adds, that the 
U.S. has opened a dialogue with the PLO and has denounced 
Israel's atrocities in the occupied West Bank and the Gaza Strip, 
but what is needed now is to translate these ideas into realities and 
put them in practice by taking serious and practical steps to end 
the Arab-Israeli conflict and tne Arabs ought to take some kind of 
action to help this to come about. 


A1 Dustour daily wrote Tuesday on the current diplomatic 
contacts on the Middle East question which the paper described 
as a new hope for the peoples of this region. The paper referred to 
the Soviet foreign minister's current tour in the region and said 
that it is no doubt contributing constructively towards a solution 
as it is benefiting from the current favourable atmosphere in 
world politics and a West-East detente. The paper said the Soviet 
moves backed by those of the European Community are bound to 
bring about a change in Israel's intransigent stand vis-a-vis the 
Middle East problem and the question of an international 
conference to pave the way for a just peace. 


Sawt AJ Shaab daily also commented on the same topic and said 
that Shevardnadze is dearly paving the way for an international 
conference through his contacts with all the concerned parties to 
the conflict. The Soviets and the Europeans are active in their 
efforts nowadays to find a solution for the Palestine problem 
benefiting from the favourable diplomatic conditions in the Arab 
World and the on-going uprising in the occupied Arab land. 


Weekly Political Pulse 


By Waked Sadi 


Time to restructure Arab League 


WITH the onset of three major formations within the Arab 
World, one in the Gulf area, the second in the Mashreq and the 
third in the Maghreb, it has become necessary to revamp the Arab 
League on new foundations. One cannot dose one’s eyes before 
the new realities in the Arab World and pretend that the Arab 
house is forever destined to orbit around the same old Arab 
structure encompassing the real with the imaginary in the Arab 
World. And if the main Arab League body needs to be 
restructured along new realities, all the league’s specialised 
agencies must likewise be restructured along new frets. 

As each and every one of the new Arab sub-regional formations 
would have their own secretariats and their respective secretary- 
general, it would be functional to reorganise the Arab League on 
the edifice of these new Arab secretariats by forming a new 
overall Arab organisation incorporating the secretary generals of 
the three Arab formations under one umbrella with a view to 
affecting coordination between the three major Arab groupings. 
The secretary general of this umbrella organisation would be 
chosen on a rotation basis from the list of secretary generals of the 
Arab formations to serve an example for three years. 

What stops this restructuring of the Arab League at this early 
stage is of course the fact that some Arab countries have yet to 
join one or the other of the Arab unity groupings. One 
nevertheless has to be sanguine that in due course the remaining 
Arab countries would opt for unity with their own respective 
sub-regional formations. It is only a matter of time, short time 


hopefully, before the gravitational pulls from the three Arab 
“little leagues” would succeed in fusing the rest of the Arab 
countries mto their own respective mainstreams. 

Meanwhile, the existing Arab League structure could be slowly 
phased out in its present form in preparation for the new 
restructured Arab Union Council that could function along lines 
similar to those of the European Economic Community or the 
Council of Europe. The present Arab League structure has been 
in operation for over four decades without undergoing any major 
overhaul. This time, therefore, is as good as any to restructure the 
Arab League on the basis of hard won frets and realities. The new 
premises for a newly restructured Arab Union are striking clear. 
As and every emerging Arab consultation is established on 
multi-dimensional recipe in which economic issues are inter- 
woven with political and security concerns, the end result would 
strengthen the political and economic muscles of each one of them 
making the total structure of the Arab World much more coheave 
and strong. This path could very well be the one that ts needed to 
translate the Arab World from a paper tiger into an international 
force that needs to be reckoned with regionally and mterna- 
tionally- 

That is why Israeli military strategists have sounded the alarm 
at the birth of the Arab Cooperation Council interpreting it as 
also a defence pact between the four Arab countries. What 
concerns Israeli leaders most is the might of Iraq above all. Tel 
Aviv has been buzzing with military assessment of Iraq's prowess 


in the wake of the ceasefire in the Gulf. By all 
military power of Egypt, Iraq. Jordan and « 

something that is very much on the mind 
Israel would feel now more than ever the need to hold the 
international peace conference and end swiftly and 
Arab-Israeli conflict Surely the alternative to a peaceful settle- 
ment of the Middle East conflict could very well be a nuhtaxy 
confrontation in which the casualties on both sides would be 
devastating and unbearable. 

But Arab uniting efforts are not directed against the foes of the 
Arab World. Foremost the new unity phenomena in the Arab 
World are addressed to positive objectives and peaceful aspira- 
tions. As all regions of die world have come to the conclusion that 
regional and sub-regional formations of countries have become 
the order of the dav on the international scene, the Arab 
countries have no choice but to face up to the new challenges and 
dangers by uniting their potentials and capabilities in sub-regional 
pools of common resources and political and economic will. 

As the existing Arab League formula could not realistically 
fulfil the above mentioned missions, it has become necessary to 
improvise new formulas to serve as interim measures culminating 
at the end in one overall common political and economic market. 
Seen against this backdrop the revamping of the Arab League 
now would be the same thing to do in order to lay the strong 
foundation for the edifice of a new and more effective Arab 
League. 


Strains develop between Benazir and Ishaq Khan 


By Asim Ghani 


KARACHI — Differences be- 
tween President Ghulam Ishaq 
Khan and Prime Minister Benazir 
Bhutto were not unexpected 
since her Pakistan People's Party 
returned to power in December. 
He is a figure closely associated 
with the late Gen. Zia UT Haq, 
she is committed to the restora- 
tion of the original version of the 
constitution — a change that will 
clip the wings of the head of state. 

Now it is turning into certainty 
amid clear signs of a struggle in 
Islamabad over the controversial 
Eighth Amendment Zia added to 
the document. With roles and 
genders reversed, it is like the 
situation in the Philippines where 
President Corazon Aquino’s Vice 
President Salvador Laurel is also 
a leader of the opposition. 

One likely pointer is Ishaq’s 
surprising visit Feb. 6 to thetown 
of Shikarpur in Sind. He flew 
there to offer condolences to the 
family of an 86-year-old retired 
politician with IJI (Islamic 
Democratic Alliance) connec- 
tions who had been a supporter of 
Zia. 

Mania Baksb Soomro. who be- 
longed to a family of laodlord-poUti- 
dans. wasn't a figure of particular 
distinction. But until he gave up 
politics some years ago he had 
served in Zia’s cabinet. He had 
already been a minister in the 
1950s. Some male members of bis 
immediate family are in the UI, 
Pakistan’s nine-party opposition 
combine, that’s about all one can 
say about him. 

Neither protocol nor any 
memorable precedent required 
the president to set aside affairs 
of state and travel to Soomro’s 
hometown to condole with his 
family, three days after his death. 

Is that through the journey the 
president wanted to emphasise 
his continuing affiliations with the 
opposition? 

That is a debatable point, but 
there can be little doubt about the 
import of Ishaq's recent meetings 
— not all of them open — with 
top figures in the UI. 

On Feb. 2. a day before Soomro 
died, Ishaq had a previously- 
un announced session in Islama- 
bad with the two Ghulam Musta- 
fas gunning for Benazir Bhutto — 
Ghulam Mustafa Jatoi of Sind 
and Ghulam Mustafa Khar of 
Punjab — whose concerted 
opposition to the PPP must be a 
cause of anxiety for the party. 


Ishaq has also received Punjab 
Chief Minister Mian Nawaz Shar- 
if — the most formidable foe of 
the prime minister — and other 
prominent members of the 
alliance. These include the leader 
of the opposition in the National 
Assembly, Ghulam Haidar 
Wyne. 

Sharif, an unambiguous sup- 
porter of Zia’s policies, has be- 
come a rallying figure for the 
conservative opposition. As a 
leader of former Prime Minister 
Mohammad Kban Junejo’s 
majority faction of the Pakistan 
Muslim League, be replaced Jatoi 
as president of the UI under the 
alliance’s system of rotating lead- 
ership. 

The Eighth Amendment is be- 
lieved to have been the central 
topic at the meetings.. 

In her campaign against the 
amendment, Bhutto is fight- 
ing with a serious handicap: 
Although the PPP is the largest 
single group in parliament, it 
doesn't have majorities in the 
Senate and the National Assem- 
bly. The legislation cannot be 
revoked unless the prime minister 
can muster two- thirds- majority 
support in the two houses, and 
tins she is committed to do from 
the day she assumed powers. 

Jatoi is bead of the National 
People’s Party (NPP), an UI 
component which is a break- 


He confined hims elf to the 
comment that the meeting had 
been “in the national interest." 
Asked directly if the Eighth 
Amendment had been on the 
agenda, Balocb responded, 
“Please put the question to the 
chairman (Jatoi)." 

And according to him Jatoi and 
Khar no longer had any differ-- 
ences. He said there had been 
some misunderstanding between 
them which was later cleared. 
However, be avoided naming 
Kbar's designation in the sup- 
posedly reunified NPP. 

The two politicians — both 


among founders of the PPP with 
the late Zulfikar A1 Bhutto — 
oppose removal of the amend- 
ment. which is part of the Hide 
changes Zia brought about in the 
constitution during his 11-year 
rule. 

Ishaq, 73. one of the country's 
most powerful politicians, was a 
confidant and advisor to Zia 
throughout that period. 

When Zia died in a plane crash 
last Aug. 17, Ishaq was chairman 
of the Senate, in which capacity 
he became the constitutional suc- 
cessor to the dead president. He 

a Pathan from the Northwest 


Frontier Province. 

Ishaq’s successor in the Senate, 
Zia's last law minis ter Waseem 
Sajjad, is also in the UI. This is 
another factor complicating the 
PPP’s task with regard to the 
Eighth Amendment. 

The constitution was prom- 
ulgated in 1973 during Bhutto's 
government, which Zia over- 
threw in a military coup in 1977. 
The deposed prime minister was 
executed in 1979. 

The Eighth Amendment inde- 
mnifies Zia and the military for 
the coup, following which the 
army chief of staff had put the 


away faction of the PPP. He is the 
Ill’s sold National Assembly 
member belonging to Sind. In 
Novembers general elections 
Jatoi had lost from his hometown 
of Nawabsbah, but secured a seat 
in Punjab in last month’s by- 
elections — thanks to Khar, 
another prominent PPP turncoat. 

Khar who is the leader of 

a subfaction with the NPP — bad 
been elected from two National 
Assembly constituencies in his 
home province. Required by 
electoral law to retain only one, 
he relinquished his seat of Kot 
Addu in Jatoi’s favour. Jatoi won 
an easy victory against his PPP 
opponent, for whom the prime 
minister herself went to the hust- 
ings in the constituency. 

Ismail Baloch, a close aide of 
Jatoi and spokesman for the 
NPP's main faction maintains 
that Jatoi had merely called on 
Ishaq in Khar's company. 

At the same time, Balocb 
wouldn’t state (when I put it to 
him) that the event had no poli- 
tical significance; nor did he dis- 
close the subject of discussion. 


Soviet anti-Zionist sentiment perseveres 


By Robert Evans 

Reuter 


MOSCOW — “You Jews, you 
have brought our country to 
where it is. But we will make you 
pay for it, and very soon." 

The threat came in a semi- 
literate note sent up to the plat- 
form at a Moscow political meet- 
ing late last week. 

“Just another two or three 
yean and all decent Russians, 
Ukrainians and Byelorussians 
will reach for their pick-axes at 
the very sound of the world 
‘Jew’ ” the note said. 

The same evening, the director 
of Moscow’s only Jewish res- 
taurant was called to the tele- 
phone. 

“Dirty Jew,” said the male 
voice at the other end of the line 
according to the cooperative en- 
terprise’s director Josef Perezovs- 
ky. “We're warning you, keep 
away on Sunday.” 

Perezovsky, whose flourishing 
business opened last summer, 
was due to provide refreshments 
at the February 12 opening of the 
Soviet Union’s first Jewish cultu- 
ral centre since 1948. 

“The morning after the call," 
said Perezovsky, “we found 
someone had wrecked our two 
minibuses and our pickup truck 
and set them on fire.” 

In an emotional ceremony at 
the cultural centre, Jewish lead- 
ers from around the world hailed 
its creation as a product of Soviet 
leader Mikhail Gorbachev’s re- 
form policies. 

Even Soviet Jews long refused 
permission to emigrate were en- 
thusiastic. 

Yury Kosharovsky, regarded 


as the doyen of refuseniks, said 
the centre was “tfie nrast impor- 
tant breakthrough on ravish 
cultural rights in the Soviet Union 
over the last 50 years.". 

It was “an important demon- 
stration that perestroika (Gor- 
bachev's reform programme) can 
work, even for the Jews," • be 
added. Some two million Jews 
remain in the Soviet Union. 

Since theatre director Solomon 
Mikhoels was killed in a car crash 
in 1948 and Josef Stalin launched 
a bloody purge of other Jewish 
cultural figures, no such centre 
has existed. 

From the mid-1960s until Gor- 
bachev came to power in 1985, 
Soviet Jews were treated with 
suspicion and even hostility by 
the authorities as a potential fifth 
column for the West. 

Last week, an article by two 
Russian historians in the news- 
paper Sovietskaya Kultura con- 
firmed that in the 1970s limits 
were secretly imposed on access 
for Jews to universities and the 
professions. 


By the late 1970s, emigration 
had dropped to a trickle as East- 
West detente waned. Now, with 
Gorbachev’s opening to the out- 
side world and review of Soviet 
human rights policies, it is picking 
up again fast. 

The So\ietskaya Kultura arti- 
cle condemned the official “anti- 
Zionist" campaign of the 1970s 
promoted by then Soviet leader 
Leonid Brezhnev and his ideolo- 
gical aides. 

The two historians set quota- 
tions from the writings of one of 
the leading official exponents of 
the campaign, Vladimir Begun. 


along side remarks by Adolf Hit- 
ler to demonstrate that Brezhnev- 
v “anti-Zionism" and anti- 
;Senitism were identical. 

“That article was very posi- 
tive." said a Jewish woman from 
a Moscow publishing house. “But 
there are some very bad things 
happening too. And sometimes I 
am frightened." 

The anti-Semitic note to the 
Moscow political meeting, 
according to historian Roy 
Medvedev/ who read it out to a 
stunned audience of some 3,000, 
almost certainly came from a 
supporter of the Pamyat society. 

“Pamyat”, or memory, was set 
up some three years ago as a 
society aiming to preserve the 
Russian cultural heritage. 

But its spokesmen voice stri- 
dent anti-Semitic views and its 
activists, many of them tough- 
looking youths, have broken up 
meetings addressed by anti-Sta- 
linist figures. 

Many liberal Russian intellec- 
tuals are bitterly opposed to the 
group, which has branches across 
the country, and campaign 
strongly against it. 

But over the past year more 
conservative Russian writers, 
artists and publicists have begun 
to express an outlook similar to 
that of Pamyat — although 
couched in less direct terms. 

Centred in the writers’ union of 
the Russian federation and 
around a new brotherhood of 
Russian artists, they argue for 
maintaining the purity of the 
“Russian way of life and cul- 
ture.” 


Their publicists, writing mainly 
in the monthly literary journals 


“Nash Sovremennik" (our con- 
temporary) and “Molodaya 
Gvardiya” (young guard), sug- 
gest that many of the evils of 
Soviet history were the work of 
Jews. 

And ar the end of last year. 
Begun fiimself re-emerged in 
“Nash Sovremennik" with an 
article arguing that Jewish clubs 
formed in many cities were cen- 
tres of subversion. 

One of the founders of the 
brotherhood, artist Mikhail 
Savitsky, won official praise dur- 
ing the 1970s for a series of 
paintings showing blonde Slavs 
being tortured by Nazis as Jewish 
collaborators looked on grinning. 

Another, writer Stanislav 
Kunayev, suggested in “Nash 
Sovremennik” that the NKVD 
security police investigators re- 
sponsible for the deaths of mil- 
lions of people during the purges 
of the 1930s were largely Jews. 

“Here.” says Jewish writer 
Anatoly Rybakov whose wildly 
popular anti-Stalinist novel 
“Children of the Arbat" has 
made him a prime target for the 
conservatives, “patriarchal Rus- 
sian nationalists and the Stalinists 
have formed a holy alliance." 

Over the past week the 
brotherhood has held two rallies 
in a Moscow sports stadium. 

“These are the people I really 
fear," said one non-Jewisb intel- 
lectual. “They are clever. They 
have good connections. And in 
their hearts they don’t like peres- 
troika and opening the country to 
the West. 

“If they can reach a common 
platform with the political 
opposition to reforms, they could 
be dangerous indeed.” 


Amman’s drinking water — filtering the Jargon 


.Continued Cram page 1 


The WAJ also says that they 
are no heavy metals such as 
cadium. lead or mercury in the 
water, due to the lack of heavy 
industry in the Kingdom. 

Hashweh, who says that the 
water is microbiologicaUy safe 
with an acceptable level miner- 
al concentration, believes that 
even, if some sources of water 
have a higher level of concen- 
tration of some minerals, “it is 
blended with other sources and 
at the ending rendering no 
harm.” 

Gedeon also said that the 
water in the EGC was “di- 
luted.” However, Bino asserts 
that the water should still be 
tested for these elements and 
not by the WAJ, but by a 
neutral body. Both be and 
Ramadan believe that the 
source of the problem should 
be tackled. “Dilution is not the 
solution,” they said, nor do 
they see chlorination as the 
answer to dean water. 

This was supported by most 
of the interviewees, who claim 
that chlorination may be the 
cause of many of the problems. 

Surface water, worldwide, 
has a problem with THM and 
chlorination. “When die EGC 
surface water is treated with 


chlorine, we are bound to get 
carcinogenic material like 
THM,” said Bino. 

He said that when THM 
were tested on animals, “it was 
found to he very dangerous.” 
Although THM have not been 
tested on humans, “it is a mat- 
ter of precaution to ensure that 
the water is free from this 
material,” be added. 

When the WAJ agreed to 
reopen the Deir Alla/Amman 
pipelines,, the RSS was given 
two samples of the wateT to 
test. “Our results showed the 
water acceptable with a low 
concentration of THM, but the 
University of Jordan showed a 
high concentration of THM. I 
asked for the water to be re- 
tested since the RSS and the 
university use different equip- 
ment, but the WAJ did not ask 
this of us." 

However, overall experts 
agree that the EGC has a high 
THM potential. From the 
analysis of water samples car- 
ried out at varying steps of the 
treatment, it was found that the 
amount of chlorine added to 
the water affects the ratio of 
the different species of THM. 

SaJez&eh said that research 
conducted indicated the THM 
level in the EGC was “far 
above international stan- 


dards.” For comparison, the 
European standard stands at 
one part per billion (PPB), the 
Germans have 25PPB, the 
Americans have 100PPB, and 
Jordanians have 400PPB. 
These figures cause worry 
among experts because THM 
accumulates in the body and 
become carcinogenic. 


Bromine levels 


In addition the EGC has a 
higher level of bromine in the 
water due to its geological loca- 
tion. While the standard- is 
usually less than .1 PPB, tthe 
EGC has between.3-.5 PPB. 
The bromine reacts with the 
chlorine, leaving toxic mate- 
rial, Bino said, adding that it is 
not a big problem since the- 
bromine concentration is low, 
“but, there must be continuous 
checks to ensure that it remains 
low.” 

The need to minimise the use 
of chlorine wis not only stres- 
sed by local experts, but by a 
two-member Swedish environ- 
mental protection delegation 
during their two-week visit to 
Jordan. 

Both Dr. Ulf von Bromssen, 
a specialist in soil and ground 
water pollution, andUIrika 
Rasmuson, a specialist in in- 


dustrial pollution, reached the 
conclusion that water with 
biological material should not 
be chlorinated. The responsi- 
ble authorities should minimi se 
the presence of biological 
material “so tbat you won’t 
have to chlorinate the water.” 

They believe that chlorina- 
tion should be looked upon as a 
short term solution, “not a long 
term plan.” 

Gedeon said that the WAJ 
was “trying to minimise the 
quantity of chlorine because we 
want to control the halogenic 
material." Therefore, the WAJ 
is using an oxidising agent 
(potassium permanganate) 
which has a high disinfecting 
quality which kills all the bac- 
teria before the water enters 
the treatment process. 

However, Hashweh says that 
water in Jordan “can not do 
without chlorination.” Hash- 
weh gave the example of 
groundwater contamination by 
sewage, saying, "the most 
proper method for treatment is 
chlorination.” 

Hashweh, Gedeon and Bino 
agree tbat some water con- 
tamination may be attributed 
to the water tanks on the roofs 
of homes, “left open to dust' 
and birds," or ieakage from the 
septic pipe, which is usually 


two metres away from the wa- 
ter pipe, causing contamination 
of the soil and ultimately seep- 
ing through the microholes of 
the waterpipe. 

But, to ensure quality water 
free of “possible carcinogenic 
material," Bino and Salemeh 
offered some alternatives. 

Bino sees the solution in 
modifying the Zai treatment 
plant. He believes that the 
chlorination of surface water is 
the problem and suggests diffe- 
rent techniques; Chlorine diox- 
ide, ozone disinfectant and 
activated carbon treatment. 

These methods will not pro- 
duce THM, Bino says. Israel 
uses the same water sources as 
Jordan and faced similar prob- 
lems, Bino said. They have 
been using chlorine dioxide, 
“and I do not t hink they have 
the problem of THM any- 
more,” be added. 

In 1986, the RSS requested 
funds from the Ministry of 
Planning, the WAJ in order to 
investigate the feasibility of 
these techniques. “But we did 
not get the fends,” said Bino. 

Salemeh believes that the 
pumping of water to Amman 
from the EGC is "too expen- 
sive.” He said that while it 
costs over 40 piasters per cubic 
metre from the EGC, it would 


only cost eight piasters from 
wells around Amman. He 
added that the Zai plant was 
not designed to remove THM 
or to produce water with low 
concentration of THM, espe- 
cially during summer when the 
water becomes more polluted- 

However, since tfie" wefls 
around Amman would not be 
able to supply the area, he 
suggests using the groundwater 
in the south of Jordan. 
“Groundwater from Wala. 
Hedan and Moujeb won't need 
chlorination because it is 
groundwater and it is renew- 
able," said Salemeh, adding 
that pumping water from the 
south of Jordan was initially 
approved in 1979. 

The A1 Wahdah Dam is ex- 
pected to solve some of Jor- 
dan’s water problems when it 
starts operating five to seven 
years from now. Experts pro- 
diet more problems if this 
timetable is not met. Accord- 
ing to Bino, die authorities 
have covered water resources 
in Jordan until the year 2005. 

But, meanwhile experts 
agree that the water at .foe 
EGC must be continuously ev- 
aluated, while efforts at .study- 
ing water supply projects . start 
through the participation of aO 
concerned sectors. 






constitution "in abeyance” for a 
period. • 

The other important feature of 
the amendment is that it vastly 
increased the powers of the head 
of state. He even gets the right to 
dismiss the prime minister, just as 
Zia sacked Junejo last May. 

In its original form, the docu- 
ment envisaged a Westminster- 
style system of democracy with 
the president having a ceremonial 
role and acting upon the advice of 
the prime minister. 

Ishaq is making it clear he is 
not about to become anybody’s 
figurehead — Arab News. 
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HA Touching the untouchables 
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OFFICIALLY, there is no such 
thing as an “untouchable" in the 
Nepalese lowlands known as the 
“Terai," a region located along 
the Indian border. Discrimina- 
don against untouchables was 
legally banned in the 1950s. But 
remnants of the ancient Hindu 
caste system continue to fester in 
Parsahi, a small farming and 
fishing village of 135 families. 
Most are still treated as outcasts. 

The stigma, which has been 
passed down from generation to 
generation, obliges untouchables 
to reside outside the village peri- 
meter. They live in the most 
humble of huts sleeping four or 
five people to a bed. So isolated, 
they interact with higher castes 
only in the marketplace. All are 
illiterate, and suffer from mal- 
nutrition and disease. 

But an unusually sensitive and 
determined outsider is testing the 
limits of this tradition. "The bar- 
riers are being broken,*’ explains 
a slight, dark Sri Lankan woman 
named Shane ini Samarasinghe. 
“For the first time in the history 
of Parsahi, untouchable kids are 
being educated with the other 
children. “ 

Samarasinghe began working 
in Parsahi and two nearby com- 
munities over two years ago when 
she joined the United Nations 
Volunteers (UNV), a fund affili- 
ated with the United Nations 
Development Programme 
(UNDP) that provides volunteer 
expertise to developing countries. 
The three villages were selected 
for special assistance after the 
UNDP offices in Nepal deter- 
mined that they were among the 
poorest in the Terai. 

“Parsahi and the surrounding 
area were hit badly by floods 
three years ago,” says the former 
head of UNDP’s Nepal office, 
Toshiyuki Niwa. “We decided 
that part of our recovery assist- 
ance should be in the form of a 
U.N. Volunteer.” 

The job Samarasinghe has 
taken on with UNV’s “Domestic 
Development Service” (DDS), is 
a constant challenge. LUilising 
limited local and outside re- 
sources, she has been promoting 


community self-help among some 
of the poorest, most neglected 
people on earth. 

Drawing on nine years of rural 
development experience working 
in Sri Lanka, Samarasinghe 
chose the village children as her 
entry point for introducing eco- 
nomic and social change. First, 
she arranged a small grant from 
the Nepal Children’s Organisa- 
tion, a private aid group based in 
Kathmandu. She then mobilised 
the villagers in constructing a 
thatched, one-room centre where 
over sixty children spend the day 
with two young village women 
whom Samarasinghe has helped 
to train. 

By tapping into various local 
government institutions, such as 
the district health post, the 
women at the centre have been 
able to obtain immunisations and 
small amounts of food and medi- 
cines for their children. Arithme- 
tic is taught using bottle caps. A 
song about basic personal 
hygiene is sung to music created 
with empty shoe-shine tins and 
bamboo tubes. The children even 
have their own small garden 
which produces vegetables for 
sale in the village. 

But early on in the creation of 
the cenrre, Samarasinghe did 
something very controversial. 
She invited several untouchable 
children to attend. 

“The first time an untouchable 
child came,” explains Mabub 
Khan, who coordinates the DDS 


mats and selling them in the 
market. “But this wasn't suffi- 
cient to maintain a livelihood,” 
Samarasinghe explains. “Many 
times they went to sleep without 
earing an 'evening meal.” 

Determined to raise their in- 
comes, Samarasinghe contacted 
the Trickle-Up Programme 
(TUP), a private New York- 
based group that gives small in- 
come-generating grants to the 
poor in developing countries. 
TUP grants for several untouch- 
able families were used to buy 
tools and colourful dyes that im- 
proved the quality, appearance 
and marketability of their bam- 
boo handicrafts. “Now they are 
producing more, saving more and 
keeping cleaner homes,” says 
Samarasinghe. 

The ambitions of this seeming- 
ly tireless U.N. Volunteer have 
gone well beyond helping the 
poorest in Parsahi and two other 
assigned villages. Over two years, 
Samarasinghe has managed to 
organise a youth group for sports 
activities whose members also 
package spices and sell them in 
the market for income. A 
mothers group of sick, pregnant, 
and lactating women regularly 
meets to hear Samarasinghe dis- 
cuss basic health and sanitation 
issues. Men assemble in a far- 
mers' group to hear about im- 
proved agricultural practices. For 
many of these activities she has 
enlisted the financial support of 
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programme in Nepal, “all the 1 wealthier members of the village. 


village children ran away and 
their parents protested.*' But the 
persistent Sri Lankan stuck to her 
principles and soon the people of 
Parsahi realised that if they 
wanted the benefits of the centre 
for their offspring, they would 
have to accept mixing with the 
untouchables. 

“When Shantini first came 
here,” says Khan, “the untouch- 
able families were nearly starving 
to death. She saw that they 
needed more than education and 
health services for the young." 

Parsahi 's untouchables own no 
land. Their main occupation is 
weaving bamboo into baskets and 


The rewards for Samaras ing- 
he's dawn-to-dark efforts are 
slim, at least in monetary terms. 
As one of over 100 U.N. Volun- 
teers working in Nepal and nine 
other Asian countries under the 
DDS Programme, she receiv- a 
basic living allowance of only SnC 
a month. 

Dearly, Samarasinghe thrives 
on making a difference in the 
lives of the poor. Some would say 
that her greatest contribution is 
having altered centuries-old 
traditions that once divided this 
community, finally bringing its 
outcasts their first glimpse of a 
better future. 


Executioner haunted by 
death of French king 


By Michela Wrong 

Reuter 


PARIS — When executioner 
Charles Henri Sanson held up the 
severed head of France's king and 
showed it to the cheering Paris 
mob, he was hailed as a hero of 
the revolution and liberator of 
the people. 

But for Sanson, a royalist and 
devout Catholic. Louis XVL’s 
death on the guillotine was a 
horrific tragedy which left him 
forever haunted by a sense of 
guilt. 

“It was an event that marked 
his life,” says Patrick Brunet, a 
descendant of the famous execu- 
tioner. 

“As executioners the San sons 
were pan of the church and state 
establishment. Then the king was 
killed and there was a long period 
of anti-religion. It was the end of 
their world.” 

Brunet, who inherited the San- 
son papers through his great- 
grandmother, is trying to find 
backers for a film about the 1789 
revolution as France gears up for 
bicentennial celebrations this 
year. 


a machine that would dispatch 
victims swiftly and with as little 
suffering as possible. All he had 
to do was pull the cord. 

He even corresponded with 
Guillotin and Antoine Louis, the 
surgeon entrusted with having the 
device built, drawing up plans 
and recommendations for the de- 
vice, Brunet said in a recent 
interview. 


tainly have led to us being guillo- 
tined in our turn." 

And Henri recalled how the 
executioners managed to cany on 
in their grisly duties as society 
disintegrated around them. 

“During that terrible time it 
was as though we were dazed, we 
did not think, we carried out our 
tasks with indifference, it was 
such an everyday occurrence." 



of Arabia rides again 

By Christopher Michaud around the world. Guinness, Sharif (in his first fi 

Reuter The film's original editor, in the Westland Ouinn melded 


“For the first time in the. history of Parsahi, untouchable 
kids are being educated with the other children."’ 


NEW YORK — It took 26 years, 
but they finally go it right. 

"Lawrence of Arabia," Sir 
David Lean's epic masterpiece, 
has endured countless indignities 
dating back to its 1962 cinema 
release, including drastic editing 
and some television presentations 
that lopped off more than half its 
running time. 

But now the tale of British 
officer T.E. Lawrence, played by 
Peter O’Toole in the role that 
made him a star, and the revolt of 
his ragged band of Arab tribes- 
men against their Turkish oppres- 
sors, has been restored to a pris- 
tine version that a: lost meets 
with Lean’s full approval. 

The restoration and re-release 
of the film meant far more than a 
mere re-editing. Since its initial 
release in December 1962, 
“Lawrence of Arabia" had been 
shortened three times, to make 
the 222-minnte original more 
commercially attractive. 

The camera negative of the 
film, a victim of overuse and poor 
storage, had begun to disinte- 
grate. 

Robert Harris, who supervised 
the restoration of Abel Gance’s 
silent classic “Napoleon" in 1981, 
sifted through four tonnes of 
“Lawrence" footage — every 
print of the film known to exist in 
the world. 

Harris said in a recent inter- 
view that the restoration began 
because be wanted to see the full 
original version. 

“I first saw it when I was 17, 
and it was the film that made up 
my mind that I wanted to go into 
filmmaking. Steven Spielberg and 
Martin Scorsese said the same 
thing," he said. 

But there was no surviving 
print of the original “Lawrence” 
and much of the sound was mis- 
sing. Columbia pictures, who had 
first released it, had discarded the 
film's music tracks and bad no 
record of its sequence. 

Harris and partner Jim Painten 
assembled their version from cuts 
and trims, the original camera 
negative, and surviving 35 mm 
work prints. 

7 Oscars 

To replace missing sound ele- 
ments, they gathered O'Toole 
and other cast members Omar 
Sharif, Sir Alec .Guinness and 
Anthony Quinn into studios 


around the world. 

The film's original editor, 
Anne Coates, who won an Oscar 
for her work, advised the team on 
the sequence of the scenes. 

More than two years and 
S600.000 later, Harris and Pain- 
ten presented Lean with a 70 mm, 
six track dolby version of the 
film. The original won seven 
Oscars, including best picture and 
best director. 

Lean then did a final cut, trim- 
ming a few minutes and tighten- 
ing ii up. The new — by all 
accounts, the ultimate — “Lawr- 
ence of Arabia” now runs 216 
minutes. 

The restored version of the film 
is expected to be seen in Europe 
later this year. 

Harris said "Lawrence of Ara- 
bia” cost $12 million to make in 
1962, a huge sum for the time. “If 
it were made today," he added, 
“it would run to about $75 or 80 
million." 

The new film keeps intact 
O’Toole’s classic performance. 

“O’Toole in all his guises is so 
flamboyantly brilliant that it's 
hard to believe that (the film) 
could ever have been built 
around any other actor,” wrote 
.critic David Den by. 

Filming "Lawrence of Arabia" 
was nearly as gruelling as the 
hardships depicted in the film, as 
Lawrence leads his men with few 
provisions on cametback through 
blistering deserts. 

Lean's sweeping desert sequ- 
■ ences, filmed on location in Jor- 
dan and Morocco, the battle 
scenes with the proverbial cast of 
thousands and performances by 


Guinness, Sharif (in his first film 
in the West) and Quinn melded in 
what many consider Lean'* 
greatest cinematic achievement. 

But subsequent cuts rendered 
much of the film nearly incom- 
prehensible. One entire’ reel wa* 
transposed, so that Lawrence anc 
his men seemed to be pushing the 
Turks further into, not out of. 
Arabia. On television, Oscar- 
winner Frank Young's expansive 
cinematography was reduced tc 
about hall it size, resulting in 
perplexing shots of empty desert. 

At the gala premier of the 
restored “Lawrence" at New 
York's Ziegfeld cinema thii 
month. Lean said of TV: “Tht 
box is okay — it shows the middle 
third of tbe film" but “this (the 
Ziegfeld's panoramic screen) i> 
what the movies should be shown 


The sell-out benefit for the 
American film institute was alsc 
attended by directors Scorsese 
and Spielberg, who helped speec 
the restoration through studio rec 
tape. 

The film is now preceded by ur 
overture, and audiences enthu- 
siastically applaud the opening 
credits. * 

Coming on the heels of a rcccn; 
overhaul of “Gone with the 
Wind," the “Lawrence of Ara- 
bia" restoration is likely to deal 
the way for more cinematic sal- 
vage operations. 

After “Napoleon" restoration? 
included “A star is born” with 
Judy Garland, Frank Capra’* 
“Lest Horizon" and silent filim 
such as “The Thief of Baghdad 1 
with Douglas Fairbanks. 
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Lawrence of Arabia 


Lessons on Marx and markets 


By David Storey 

ReuWr 


is a rrait of the doomed 
bourgeoisie. 

"The curriculum just has to be 
made more appropriate to the 
present policies," said Huyhn 
Tan Mam, an editor of Tuan Tin 
Thanh Nien youth newspaper 
and deputy head of the Viet- 
namese students association. 

“The country is changing. 
Faculties must be in touch with 
realities. The curriculum must 
change to deal with the real situa- 
tion,” he said. 

The outspoken student and 
newspaper protests jolted Viet- 
nam's reformist Communist gov- 
ernment, keen to encourage in- 
itiative in a floundering and in- 
efficient social system and instill a 
sense of purpose in the economy. 

Higher Education Minister 
Tran Hong Quan was sent from 
the capital Hanoi and, with Ho 
Chi Minh city Communist party 
chief Vo Tran Chi. heard repre- 
sentatives of the city's 70,000 


A system abused? 

The legend goes that after wii- 


“Bourreau” 


nessing the first test on the guillo- 
tine, Sanson remarked with un- 


Six generations 


Using his unpublished private 
documents and the national arc- 
hives, he is also researching a 
book on the Sansons, a family of 
six generations of executioners. 

Charles Henri Sanson’s life had 
a thread of bitter irony running 
through it. 

When the 1789 revolution fust 
got under way the guillotine did 
not exist. Commoners sentenced 
to death were hanged, while 
noblemen were beheaded with a 
sword — a tricky task for even 
the most experienced and muscu- 
lar executioner. 

So 50-year-old Sanson wel- 
comed with relief a project put 
forward by humanitarian politi- 
cian Dr Joseph Guillotin to build 


tine, Sanson remarked with un- 
witting prophetic irony: "just as 
long as the system isn’t abused." 

As history shows, the guillotine 
was abused to the full in the 
bloody years that followed, dis- 
parching notables such as Queen 
Marie Antoinette, revolutionar- 
ies Georges Jacques Damon, 
Maximilien de Robespierre, and 
tens of thousands of commoners. 

Well before the terror reached 
its height, when the Republican 
government launched into a hys- 
terical purge of suspected traitors 
and moderates, Sanson bad seen 
the way the tide was turning and 
tried to resign. 

But his letter of resignation was 
never answered, forcing him to 
continue in the fear that to refuse 
would mean his own head ending 
up under the blade, says Brunet. 

Years later Charles Henri’s son 
Henri, one of the seven-man 
team who helped the father in his 
job. remembered how his father 
faltered at the crucial moment of 
the king's death: 

"When he was forced to hold 
the head up by its hair and show it 
to the people as ordered, that 
beautiful face still had its sweet 
and noble appearance and my 
father was nearly ill," said Henri, 
whose reminiscences were re- 
corded by contemporaries. 

“Lucky I was near to him and 
as I was tall 1 hid him from view 
and no-one noticed his emotion 
and his tears, which would cer- 


“But once calm bad to some 
extent returned, and with it a 
period of reflection, my father 
and I nearly went mad." 

Charles-Henri’s feelings about 
his job were so mixed, that he 
would not allow people to call 
him “bourreau’’ — the blunt 
technical French word for execu- 
tioner, favouring instead the 
ambiguous title “enforcer of cri- 
minal sentences.” 

Sanson ’5 fate was happier than 
that of his unfortunate victims. 
He was finally allowed to retire in 
1795 and died peacefully of natu- 
ral causes 11 years later, aged 67. 

Brunet now wants to salvage 
his ancestor's reputation and con- 
vince the world that Charles- 
Henri was not a blood-crazed 
butcher deprived of human feel- 
ings. 


HO CHI MINH CITY — Viet- 
nam's normally docile students 
have raised their voices in protest 
and have demanded to be taught 
about markets as well as Marx. 

In an unprecedented show of 
defiance, students have staged 
informal meetings over the past 
two months to express anger over 
an outdated curriculum and awful 
living conditions. 

The strongest protests came at 
the economic faculty of Ho Chi 
Minh University, where courses 
and old text books reflect an 
orthodox Marxist approach to a 
state-run economy. Medical, 
technical and other students also 
demanded changes. 

It is a schizophrenic situation 
for economics students in particu- 
lar. Official media exhort people 
to engage in private business in 
class, students are taught that this 


students put their case. 

Student sources said they gave 
assurances the curriculum would 
be changed and discussed plans 
for a broad reform of higher 
education, including giving uni- 
versities greater administrative 
and economic autonomy. 

They also agreed that a change 
in the teaching of Marxism- 
Leninism implemented elsewhere 
last year should also be intro- 
duced in the southern city, called 
Saigon before the 1975 Commun- 
ist victory in Vietnam. 

The change means Marxism- 
Leninism is no longer a decisive 
part of final examinations for 
every student and is approached 
in a less dogmatic way. It remains 
an obligatory element in the cur- 
riculum, judged by continuous 
assessment in class. 

Many teachers and students 
called for a radical rethinking of 
the way Marxism is taught in 
addition to re-interpretation of 


the political ideology. 

“This reform process must find 
a right interpretation of Marx- 
ism-Leninism. Marx and Lenin 
could not predict conditions half 
a century after their death, ’’ said 
Vu Tuat Viet, an editor on the 
Saigon Giai Phong Daily. 

“The mistake in Vietnam and 
other states has been to see Marx- 
ism-Leninism as an unchangeable 
dogma and all who become 
dogmatic are threatened with fai- 
lure.” 

The authorities* reaction re- 
flected a new policy of encourag- 
ing of constructive criticism with- 
in limits to shake up an ossified 
system. 

“We're not afraid of a genera- 
tion of students who struggle and 
demonstrate but a generation of 
students who say nothing,” 
another editor of Tuan Tin Thanh 
Nien said. 

Tbe youth paper Tuoi Tre 
noted that many students were 


from the country where they sav 
farmers take advantage of a mon 
open policy to protest loudly ab 
out unfair land holdings. 

Students also complain ubou 


bad living conditions, thougij 
with the whole of Vietnam strug 


gling to survive from week u 
week they get little sympathy. 

Tuoi Tre told of student: 
wandering from hostel to hoste 
searching for a place to sleep 
Some spent the night undei 
trucks or hiding from guards ir 
their classrooms. 


In Hanoi itself, rhe govemmen 
is trying a new scheme as part o 
its privatisation policy. 

Perhaps spurred by the increas 
ing number of private lesson: 
being given by teachera, it ha: 
started a private college specialis 
ing in mathematics and compute! 
science. 

The monthly fee is 15 kilog 
rammes of rice. 
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For all your: 


Packing, 

Air Freight Forwarding, 
Customs Clearance, 
Door-to-door Service, 
Ticketing and 
Reservation needs. 


To advertise in 
this section 


STUDIO HAIG 


please call: 

AMIN KAWAR & SONS 



Professional' Quality in 
1 Hour Service 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and .get:- 






Abdel Hamid Jharaf Street 
Shmeisani 
P.O. Box 7806 
Amman. Jordan 
Tel. 604676. 6CM096 


( all 667171-6 
670141 -4 


* JUMBO photo 
size 30% larger 

* Free enlarge- 
mart 20 x 30 an 


ext. 223 


Sbmeisani - Opp. GrindJays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieb tel: 823891 


The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Mat Amman, near 
Ahhyyah Giri$ School 

Take away Is available 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

6:30-Midniijht 

Tel. 638968 


MANDARIN 
Chinese Restaurant 


The only typical Chinese 
cuisine in Amman 
Ch.nese Flaming pot is available 

Take away available 

Open daily 12:00- 13-30 
13:00-23:30 


Waa< Saqra Road - near Traiiic 
Bridge 

Amman. Jordan 

v . Tel: 661922 y 


/ CHEN’S s 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbequefor 
Lunch Friday only 

Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

■y 6:30 - Midnight / 



CHINESE 

RESTAURANT 


TAIWAN TOURISMO 
Authentic Chinese Food 

Korean Bar-B-Q 
Charcoal Ranting Pot 
Take-away sarvioa 

Open daily Noon - 3:30p.m. 
& 6:30p.m. - midnight 





FIRST CLASS INDIAN 


Location: Near 3rd Circle 
opposite Akilah Hospital 

Tel: 641093 


Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
available 

Open Daily 12.30-3.30 pm 
7.30 -T1 .30 pm 
After the Holiday inn hotel 
Towards 3rd circle 









Economy 


Report calls for radical reshaping 
of U.S. foreign aid programme 


WASHINGTON (AP) — A government report 
released Monday calls for a “radical reshaping” of 
U.S. foreign assistance programmes because current 
aid concepts are based on a world that no longer 
exists. 


Nothing less will serve the nation- 
al interests of the United States,” 
the report said. 

‘Graduation’ 


“The challenges of today's 
problems, and tomorrow’s, can- 
not be met with yesterday’s solu- 
tions, suitable as they may have 
been to yesterday’s problems,” 
said the report, issued by the 
administrator of the U.S. Agency for 
International Development 
(USAID) Alan Woods. 

The 158-page study said the aid 
programme no longer seems able 
to fulfill its original mandate of 
helping poor countries achieve 
the transition from dependency 
to self-suffidency. 

Somewhere between 1949 and 
the present, the concept of aid as 
a transitional means of helping 
countries become self-sufficient 
was lost, it said. 

Dependency vs. development 
“Is today's U.S foreign aid 


fostering healthy development to- 
wards independent prosperity — 
or simply postponing the day of 
reckoning for governments un- 
willing or unable to take the 
politically painful steps needed 
for their own development,' 1 the 
report asked. 

“All too often, dependency 
seems to have won out over 
development," the report said. 

A principal conclusion of the 
report calls for “radically reshap- 
ing" future assistance program- 
mes to face new realities and to 
complement the contributions to 
development of the U.S. private 
sector in providing humanitarian 
aid, education and overseas in- 
vestment. 

This reshaping “must be both 
an immediate concern and a ma- 
jor long-term national priority. 


Woods told a group of repor- 
ters that no country has “gradu- 
ated” bom less developed to de- 


Afl this is in sharp contrast to 
the Marshall Plan of the late 
1940s and early 1950s, .when an 
ambitious U.S. aid' programme, 
helped put Western Europe on its 
feet after World War U. 

One problem highlighted by 
the report is that “succeeding 
congresses and administrations, 
prodded by the dominant crises 
— and interest groups — Of the 
moment, have pOed differing and 
often conflicting foreign assist- 
ance objectives on top of each 
other." 

Winning friends — countering 
Soviets 


to countering the Soviet Union 
and to finding markets for Amer- 
ican farm products, the report 
said. 

In a December speech. Con- 
gressman Lee Hamilton, a mem- 
ber of a bipartisan House of 
Representatives Task Force on 
Foreign Aid, said the 33 separate 
statutory objectives for foreign 
.assistance “are so numerous that 


This “dizzying” array ranges 
from winning friends for the Un- 
ited States, to alleviating poverty. 


Analysts do not expect much difference 


Non-OPEC technical experts debate 
five per cent cut in oil production 


LONDON (Agenices) — Seven 
independent oil-producing na- 
tions met Tuesday to seek the 
basis for a deal to trim output 
and back OPEC efforts to sup- 
port petroleum prices. 

Technical experts from Ango- 
la, Mexico, Egypt, Oman, 
Malaysia, China and Colombia 
attended the meeting in London. 

The seven countries were ex- 
pected eventually to settle on a 
cut off 200,000 to 300,000 barrels 
daily as their contribution to 
achiering the Organisation of 
Petroleum Exporting Countries’ 
(OPEC's ) target of $18 a barrel 
oil, oil analysts said. 

“In a fundamental sense (non- 
OPEC cuts) won’t contribute 
much," said Christine Baker, a 
Nomura Research oil analyst. 

Peter Nicol of Warburg Secur- 
ities said: “(A cut) will have a 
psychological impact. It will be a 
breakthrough for OPEC to have 
got that cooperation." 

Non-OPEC cuts can only be 
agreed on at ministerial level and 
only recommendations are likely 
to come from the latest talks. 

The Soviet Union, North Ye- 
men, Norway and the U.S. state 
of Alaska and the Canadian pro- 
vince of Alberta attended the 
meeting as observers. 


For years OPEC has wanted to 
get other sellers to help it curb 
ofl supply in order to charge more 
for oil. 

Nearly a month ago experts 
from both sides held an explora- 
tory meeting here. A joint state- 
ment said non-OPEC producers 
agreed to recommend to theiT 
governments, that they act to help 
OPEC. 

Last April a group of non- 
OPEC producers offered to cut 
their exports by five per cent 
provided OPEC make equal cuts. 
Divisions within OPEC made 
that impossible at the time and 
the offer lapsed. 

After a ceasefire in the Gulf 
last August, OPEC met in 
November and healed rifts in its 
ranks, agreeing to cut output 
from January. 

A Mexican official said this 
week's meeting will discuss the 
percentage share each country 
would shoulder in the event of an 
output cut. Their total output is 
currently around 8.4 million bar- 


rels per day (b/d). 

A 200,000 b/d cut would repre- 


sent an overall output reduction 
of 2.4 per cent and an export cut 
Of five per cent. 

But analysts said the supply 
picture from spring until summer 


IRS REPRESENTATIVE AVAILABLE 

A representative of the U.S. Internal Revenue Service will 

be available on the following dates to answer questions 

and provide information on U.S. income tax filing: 

Sunday, February 26: 

8:00 a.m.-12:30 p.m.: Individual sessions at the American 
Center, 3rd Circle. 

1:30 p.m.-4:30 p.m.: Individual sessions in the Consular* 
Section, American Embassy. 

Monday, February 27: 

8:00 a.m.-12:3Q p.m.: Individual sessions at the American 
Center, 3rd Circle. 

7:00 p.m. -9:00 p.m.: Taxpayers’ seminar at the American 
Center, 3rd Circle. 

Tuesday, February 28: 

8:00 a.m.-1 2:30 p.m.: Individual sessions at the American 
Center, 3rd Circle. 

1:30 p.m.-4:30 p.m.: Individual sessions in the Consular 
Section, American Embassy. 

For further Information please call 644371 ext 233. 


GROUNDFLOOR FURNISHED APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 

In a very quiet area, consisting of two bedrooms, living and 
dining room, office room, kitchen and bathroom, with separate 
central heating, solar heater, and telephone. 

The apartment has a small PRIVATE garden and parking area. 
Location: Shmeisani, behind Marriott Hotel, opposite Seibal 
Flowers. 


Interested kindly call 683507 Amman 


WANTED ROOF-TOP FLAT 


Unfurnished; 2 bedrooms;- 2 bathrooms; salon; 
dining room and large balconies. 

Shmeisani or Jabal Amman. 


Call 685853 


TAYSEERKANAAN- 
FOUAD KHOURY 


Former judges of the Supreme Court & High Court of 
Justice 


Announce the opening of their law offices as legal' 
counsellors and attomeys-at-law at Jerusalem Commer- 
cial Centre, Bur] Quarter, Shmeisani. 


did not look good and a reduction 
would not make much difference. 

Fergus Madeod, oil analyst at 
securities house Barclays De 
Zoete Wedd (BZW). estimated 
demand for OPEC oil in the 
second quarter of this year at 18.1 
million barrels daily. That com- 
pares with expected OPEC supp- 
ly of around 19 million, he said, 
indicating a surplus of almost one 
million barrels of oil. 

This excess could be limited to 
some 600,000 b/d if non-OPEC 
cats 300,000 b/d, he said. 

But analysts say the resump- 
tion of some North Sea produc- 
tion after a series of accidents, 
including a devastating explosion 
and fire at Britain's Piper Alpha 
platform last July, could limit the 
impact of non-OPEC cats. Bri- 
tain does not belong to OPEC 
and rejects cooperation with the 
non-OPEC group. 

Many analysts expect oil prices 
to weaken a shade between April 
and June with non-OPEC cuts 
cushioning the fell. 

North Sea Brent blend — the 
most widely traded on the spot 
market — is some $16 to $17 a 
barrel. 

“Non-OPEC cuts would tend 
to limit the downside,” said 
BZW’s Madeod. “Prices may fell 
to around $14.50 to $15 (if non- 
OPEC cuts) rather than around 
$14 otherwise.” 


Subroto, OPEC secretary- 
general, said in an interview that 
crude prices will “definitely” 
reach the group’s target of $18 a 
barrel in fee second half of this 
year. 

The reference price will be 
reached “sooner rather than la- 
ter” if members stick to their. 
OPEC-set production quotas and 
if independent exporting nations 
reduce their output, he said. 

Subroto, former Indonesian oQ 
minister, predicted that non- 
OPEC rations would agree in the 
coming 1 months to trim their 
output. 


Subroto says OPEC 
adhering to quotas 


“There is definitely a positive, 
sign that... they will do something 
in reducing the supply," he said. 

He declined to speculate bow 
much the nations might slash 
production. 

“It is in their interest to reduce 
the supply so that we can reach 
$18 a barrel, be said. “The more 
they cut from their production, of 
course, the sooner we can see it in 
dollars a barrel." 

Subroto raised the possibility 
oil ministers from the indepen- 
dent producers might make a 
formal offer to their OPEC coun- 
terparts to trim output at a meet- 
ing next month. 

Eight OPEC ministers already 
are scheduled to gather here in 
Vienna the end of March to 
monitor results of the new pro- 
duction agreement. 


Meanwhile, a top OPEC offi- 
cial said Tuesday in Vienna that 
fresh figures show OPEC oil na- 
tions are complying with a new 
production accord designed to lift 
world crude prices. 


The accord set an overall ceil- 
ing, or quota, of 18.5 million b/d 
for the 13 member nations in tbe- 
fust six months of this year. 

According to figures released 
Monday by OPEC, 12 of the 
countries supplied a total of 17.42 
million b/d in January, a bit under 


“EXECUTIVE SECRETARY REQUIRED” 


A leading trading company in Amman seeks the appointment of 
an "Executive Secretary." Interested applicants should have the ' 
following qualifications:- 

1- Ruent English/Arabic 

2- Minimum 3 years experience 

3- Typing English/Arabic, Telex, Filing. 


Interested applllcants can contact Tel. No. 646631 for 
an appointment 


FURNISHED SEMI VILLA FOR RENT 


Consists of two bedrooms, large salon, kitchen, separate 
central heating, telephone, garden, garage, independent 
entrance for the villa. 

Location: Shmeisani near the Birds Garden. 

Rent to be paid annually. 


Please call tel: 665735 


DELUXE FURNISHED 
APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Complete (second) floor, deluxe furnished apartment, 
consisting of 4 bedrooms, 4 bathrooms, 4 verandas, large 
kitchen, spacious salons, TV and video, telephone line, 
central heating. Location: Swejfieh. 


Pis. call tel: 617960 


FOR RENT 


Telephones 684182/3, P.O.B. 5672 


Luxury furnished apt. Area 350m* consisting of three 
bedrooms, two salons, 3 balconies, separate tel. and 
central heating. 

Location: in front of the American School gate. Between 
Seventh and Eighth circles. 

Contact ML 642428, 813249 


they do not provide meaningful 
direction.” 


“All of these 33 objectives may 
be worthy. I probably voted for 
most of them... however, a prog- 
ramme that pursues all objectives 
risks accomplishing none of 
them,” he said. 


Complicating fulfillment of 
these objectives has been a de- 
cline from $19 billion to $14 
billion in the foreign aid program- 
me from 2985 to the present, 
Hamilton said. 

Woods' report suggested that 
developmental success has less to 
do with foreign aid levels than 
with the internal policies of reti- 


lt said the “impressive de- 
velopment of first Japan and later 
Taiwan and South Korea in East 
Asia is proof positive that the 
right donor programme and gui- 
dance, when matched by the right 
recipient polities, can result in a 
smooth transition from depend- 
ence to self-sufficiency.” 


Subroto 


the quota of 17.51 million barrels 
set for them.. 


The group said in a news re- 
lease that figures from the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE) bad not 
yet been received. The UAE, 
however, has persistently ex- 
ceeded its target in the past, 
according to private analysts. Its 
current quota is 988.000 b/d. 

Subroto said the supply figures 
provide “a sign that we are abid- 
ing (by) our quota.” 

Private analysts estimated 
OPEC surpassed its ceiling in 
January by about a million bar- 
rels a day. 

OPEC however, said it mea- 
sures the quota by toting up erode 
production phis the amount of oil 
put into, or taken out of, stock. 
Production, which it defines as 
the amount of crude measured at 
storage facilities, was 18.13 mil- 
lion b/d in January for the 12 
reporting countries. 

It marked the first time the 
group had released such monthly 


Subroto suggested that “OPEC 
has more or less found its form 
right now.” 

“The atmosphere in OPEC and 
among the ministers is much bet- 
ter," he said. He attributed a 
major part of the improvement to 
an August ceasefire that ended 
eight years of fighting between 
Iran and Iraq, key OPEC mem- 
bers. 


He also said be sensed oil 
market participants felt “more 
comfortable toward OPEC be- 
haviour.” 

The oil producers, he said, 
seem to be given credit for work- 
ing to implement the new accord, 
“maybe not strictly up to the 
barrel in January, but the effort 
of member countries to adhere to 
their quota agreement has been 
very, very substantial.” 

The market, he said, also 
seems hopeful non-OPEC na- 
tions will help out. “May be the 
cut (by non-OPEC exporters) will 
be moderate but the political and 
the psychological meaning of that 
cooperation I think is substan- 
tial,” he said. 

Subroto noted there have been 
more contacts between the Soviet 
Union, the world’s largest ofl 
producer, and other ofl nations. 

“There has been some subtle 
change in their attitude toward 
OPEC and toward the oil indus- 
try at large," he said. “X think it's 
a good sign." 


‘The more people we have that 
are interested in stabilising the oil 
market... is better for OPEC," he 
said. 


MANY VILLAS AND 
APARTMENTS FOR 
RENT 


Furnished or 
Unfurnished 

In Shmeisani, Sweifieh, 
Abdoun and many other 
locations. 


For more informa- 
tion please call Wael 
Real Estate at 685342 
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Soviet saving deposits soar 


pient countries. 

Right policies 

“Where development has 
worked, and is wotting, the key 
has been economic growth,” it 
said. “And this is largely the 
result of the individual nations 
making the right policy choices 
and making the most of their 
internal human and material re- 
sources.” 

The report said growth- 
oriented policies “are a constant 
among success cases, regardless 
of the level of aid they have 
received — which are sometimes 
greater and sometimes less than 
the levels received by develop- 
mental laggards.” 



MOSCOW (Agencies) — - De- 
posits in Soviet state savings 
h anks accounts soared 11 per cent 
in 1988 and now amount to some 
300 billion roubles or 60 per cent 
of the Kremlin's total cost budget 
for this year, Pravda reported 
Monday. 

The Communist Party daily 
quoted a senior economist, Vla- 
ifKmir Bogachev, as saying the 
figures reflected “an extremely 
overstated money supply” which 
had also brought a growing deficit 
of consumer goods. 

The savings total, $480 billion at 
the official Soviet exchange rate, was 
given by Vladimir Belokon, de- 
■ puty chairman of the State Sav- 
ings and Crediting Bank, in an 
interview with Pravda. 

It appeared just three days 
after the party's ruling Politburo 
had agreed on urgent measures 
aimed at improving the state of 
the country's finances, but 
apparently rejected proposals for 
mass import of foreign consumer 
goods. 

Savings b ank deposits, in the 
absence of the availability of 
more lucrative investments, are a 
traditional haven in the Soviet 
Union for cash which cannot be' 
spent because of an absence of 
goods and services. 

The size of the deposits, which 
earn an annual two per cent 
interest, clearly underlined the 
extent of the financial problem 
feting Soviet leader Mikhail Gor- 
bachev in pushing ahead with his 
economic reforms. 

Belokon said the total at the 
end of 1987 had been 268 billion 
roubles ($429 billion), and 30 bil- 
lion ($48 billion) were added last 
year. In January, deposits in- 
creased by a further 1.8 billion- 
($2.9 billion). 

Soviet officials now agree that 
the government is already run- 
ning a budget deficit of around 


100 billion roubles ($160 billion), 
two thirds of which is financed by 
loans from its own state bank. 

Overall government spending 
for 1989 has been set at 494 
billion roubles ($790 billion) with 


revenue, including the state bank 
loans, at 459 billion ($734 bil- 
lion). 

The semi-official Novosti Press 
Agency said Monday that the 
imb alance “sends a tidal wave of 
deficits across the consumer 
goods markets, widens the gap 
between supply and demand and 
provokes creeping inflation.” 

Although no official consumer 
price index is issued in the Soviet 
Union, some leading economists 
have estimated that .inflation — 
the existence of which was for 
years flatly denied by officials — 
IS now r unnin g at Up to six per 
cent. 

Economists say full rouble 

convertibility may take 10 
years 

Meanwhile, TASS said Mon- 
day that it most likely will take 
another 10 years for the Soviet 
Union to make rouble fully con- 
vertible, a step needed to boost 
the country’s trade with capitalist 
economies. 

“Complete rouble convertibil- 
ity is impossible without realistic 
proportions in the retail pricing 
system, which has to be drasti- 
cally reformed, and undue haste 
is intolerable in this field.” it 
quoted economist Nikolai 
Shmelev as telling a TASS corres- 
pondent. 

The official Soviet news agency 
said many Soviet experts believe 
“the Soviet economy cannot be 
expected to adopt complete rou- 
ble convertibility earlier than the 
end of the next decade." 

Under Gorbachev's economic 
reforms, the Soviet Union is 


seeking greater cooperation with 
foreign businesses to provide 
.badly needed high technology as 
well as some types of consumer 
goods and services that are in 
chronic short supply. 

But in most cases foreign com- 
panies find it difficult if not im- 
possible to take profits out of the 
Soviet Union since they are in 
roubles, which are not converti- 
ble on the world market. 

Soviet economists have said 
that part of the economic reform 
must be a move to making the 
rouble convertible. 

They have promised that the 
price reform Shmelev considers 
essential to rouble convertibility 
will be implemented in the early 
1990s. 

Shmelev has gained fame in the 
Soviet Union in the past two 
years with his stinging criticism of 
the Soviet economy and radical 
proposals to improve it. 

TASS quoted Vyacheslav 
Dashichev, a department head in 
the Institute of the World Social- 
ist System, that time is needed to 
create “a new and integral econo- 
mic mechanism complete with 
commercial, economic methods 
of management, high worker pro- 
ductivity and competitive goods.” 

Yuri Shiryayev, director of the, 
institute, told the Soviet news- 
agency that the country should 
start with an extension of the 
transferrable rouble now used in 
trade with socialist countries. 

He said such a transferrable 
| rouble could be backed up with 
gold or convertible currency, and 
then could be used not only in 
trade with other socialist coun- 
tries, but with capitalist econo- 
mies as well. 

The rouble, and tbe currencies 
of Czechoslovakia, Bulgaria and 
Mongolia have been folly con- 
vertible since last year, TASS 
said. 


Developing nations to suffer « 
most from climate changes 


WASHINGTON (R) — An en- 
vironmental expert said Monday 
rapid climate changes like those 
expected to be caused by tbe 
greenhouse effect will widen the 
gap between industrialised and 
developing countries. 

“Developing countries, with 
small reserves of capital, too few 
scientists and engineers and weak 
central governments, will be tbe 
hardest hit," said Jessica Tucb- 
man Mathews, vice president of 
the World Resources Institute. 

Current trends suggest that the 
earth’s temperature, as a result of 
the greenhouse effect, will rise by 
three to eight degrees Fahrenheit 
by the year 2030, she told the 
opening session of the Interna- 
tional Development Conference, 

“Hotter temperatures will be 
only one result,” she said. 

Rain patterns would -shift, 
perhaps causing dust-bowl condi- 
tions in the U.S. grain belt, ocean 
currents would shift and sea 
levels would rise over three feet 
due to the melting of land-based 
ice and thermal expansion of the 


oceans, Tuchman Mathews said. 

“The great river deltas from 
the Mississippi to the Ganges 
would be flooded,” she said. A 
water rise of just over a foot and a 
half (0.5 metres) would displace 
16 per cent of the population of 
Egypt, she said. 

Saying the world was feeing the 
challenge of environmental de- 
cline, Tuchman Mathews said na- 
tions should indude resource de- 
pletion and damage to ecosy- 
stems in their calculation of grab 
national product (GNP). 

“GNP is the foundation on 
which national economic policies 
are built and yet its calculation 
takes no account of resource de- 
pletion,” she said. “A country 
can consume its forests, wildlife 


and fisheries, its minerals, its 
dean water and its topsoil, all 
without seeing a glimmer of the 
Joss in its GNP." 

At the core of tbe environmen- 
tal and development problems is 
the question of population 
growth, she said. 

. Over the- next decade the 
world’s population will increase 
by one billion people from to- 
day's five billion. 

“More than 90 per cent of the 
added billion will live in the 
developing world, with the result 
that by the end of the 1990s the 
developed countries will be home 
to just 20 per cent of the world’s 
people, down by almost half since 
the beginning of the postwar 
era,” she said. 


Kuwait inaugurates 
modernised refinery 


Air France posts 
record growth 


PARIS (Agencies) — Air France 
Chairman Bernard Atxali has pre- 
sented the initial estimates of tbe 
company's financial results for 1988 
as well as its prospects for 1989 and 
the coming years. He said that pas- 
senger traffic went up S.8 per cent in 
1988 while seat capacity rose by 7.9 


per cent. Tbe average seat load factor 
therefore exceeded the 70 per cent 


mark, an all time record for Air 
France. 

The chairman added that cargo 
traffic developed at a rate of 6.9 per 
cent with an increase in capacity of 
72.3 per cent. 

This considerable growth in traffic 
enabled the company to increase its 
turnover by eight per cent and post a 
net profit in the range of 1200 million 
French francs. 

All the Air France subsidiaries 
showed a profit in 1988. 

New features for tbe company in 
1989 will include: 

. The opening of terminal ZD/ 


KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait Mon- 
day inaugurated a modernised ofl 
refinery which Oil Minister Ali 
Ai Khalifa Ai Sabah said would 
-boost global competitiveness of 
Kuwaiti refined products. 

The Kuwait News Agency 
(KUNA) said Prime Minister 
Saad AJ Abdullah AI Sabah for- 
mally reopened tbe Mina Abdul- 
lah Refinery, rebuilt and ex- 
panded at a cost of $2.2 billion. 

It is the Last of three refineries 
modernised under an eight-year, 
$5 billion programme to hike 
domestic refining capacity by 
almost one-third to 700,000 bar- 
rels daily. 

“The completion of modernisa- 
tion of Kuwaiti refineries will 
strengthen their desired Integra-. 
tion with refineries owned by the 
.(Kuwait Petroleum) Corporation 
in Europe," Sheikh Ali said. 

“This will enable Kuwait to 
reap the fruit of its efforts and 
huge investments and give it a big 
competitive edge,” he added. 


Kuwait has aggressively ex- 
panded oil refining operations at 
borne and abroad to increase 
revenue from its crude. 

The northern Gulf state and 
member of the Organisation of 
Petroleum Exporting Countries 
owns refineries in the Nether- 
lands and Denmark and some 
5,000 European petrol stefjans- 

With the refinery expansions, 
Kuwait can market more than 
three-fourths of its crude ml pro* 
duction as refined products. 
Kuwait's OPEC production 
quota is 1.037 million barrels 
daily. 


Mina Abdullah's capacity has 
risen to 200,000 barrels drily 
from 75,000 and Sheikh A ii said 
its technology was among the 
world’s most advanced. 

A major feature is the almost 
total absence of fuel oil output in 
favour of more valuable, lighter 
distillates such as gas oil and 
kerosene. 


passenger/ and tbe entry into service 
of the surface transit HUB/ BOP/ in 


the Air France cargo terminal of 
Charles De Gaulle Airport. 

. The opening of many new destina- 
tions and routes; 

. Six new European destinations 
and one in Africa. 

. Four new domestic routes oper- 
ated six times a week. 

. Twice weekly- Boeing 747 direct 
flights Lyon/New York. 

. Fifteen new routes between the 
major French regional capitals and 
various European cities. 

. Resumption of the Tokyo/Pape- 
ete service thereby enabling the com- 
pany to tittle the entire world. 

. Boeing 747 freighter flight Paris/ 
Charles De Gaulle Airport/ New 
York/ Newark Airport/. 

.New features in ground service 
namely: 

. The implementation of the 
magnetic stripe ATB ticket. 

. The possibility for the general 
public to make plane reservations 


AMMAN EXCHANGE RATE5 


Tuesday, Feb. 21, 1989 
Central Bank official rates' 


U.S. dollar 
FOoad Sterling 
Deutschemark 
Swiss franc 
French franc 


Bur Sefl 


538.0 542.0 Japanese yen (far 100) 422Jt 43fiJ> 

W2.0 95 33 Daft* giaider 257.0 25 VS 

290.0 293.4 Swedish crows 85.0 859 

341.0 345.0 Italian lira (for IflQt - 39 .<s 4Q.0 

SS2 86.1 Belgian franc (for 10) 1383 U9.8 


SS2 86.1 


through the Minitel. 

. The launch of a 


. The launch of a new series of 
airport lounges. 

. New features in inflight service: 

. The introduction of experimental 
non-smoker flights. 

. Tbe launching of a video system 
allowing passengers to follow the 
course of the flight on screen. 

. A new breakfast- 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES . 

LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 

leading world currenties and gold against the dollar at midday on 

the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Tuesday. 

One Sterling 1.7540/50 

U.S. dollar 

One U.S. dollar 1.1885/95 

Canadian dollar 

1.8540/47 

Deutschemarks 

2.0925/35 

Dutch guilders 

1.5770/80 

Swiss francs . 

38.84/89 

Belgian francs 

6.3100/50 

French francs 

• 1358/1359 

Italian lire 

127.30/40 

Japanese yen 

63310/60 

Swedish crowns 

6.7180/7230 

Norwegian crowns ; -; 

7.2140/90 

Danish crowns 

One ounce of gold 383.00/383.50 

U.S. dollars . 

.. . %-■ 
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Sports 


Mysterious 
man in black 
cleans field 


LAHTI, Finland (AP) — Gunde 
Svan skied to an expected victory 
and Jari Pnikkonen flew to an 
unexpected win Monday at the 
world Nordic ski championship. 

Puikkonen, a 29-year-old 
veteran from Finland, captured 
the 90-metre special ski jump title 
as the local boy finally made 
good. 

Puikkonen, who was bom in 
Lahti and knows the hill better 
than any other jumper, de- 
throned triple Olympic champion 
Matti Nykanen by soaring 113. S' 
metres (372.3 feet) and 107 
metres (351 feet) for 218.5 points. 

Svan, tbe Swede who has been 
the world’s best cross-country 
skier this decade, led the men's 
15-kilometre freestyle race from 
start to finish. 

Torgny Morgen finished run- 
ner-up and Lars Hal and was 
third. It was Sweden's first sweep 
of the medals at that distance in 
world championship history. 

Finlan d leads the medal stand- 
ings with two gold, two silver and 
two bronze medals after six of the 
15 events. The Soviet Union is 
second at 2-1-1 and Sweden is 
third at 1-1-2. 

It was the first major individual 
ski jumping championship for 
Puikkonen, who competed in a 
black outfit. 

Why? 

“I thought I was a dark horse in 
the competition,” said Puik- 
konen. 

“I was a fantastic victory. I 
didn't think I had a chance to 
win, but my first jump was per- 
fect The second wasn’t as good. I 
had some difficulties.” 


Pacer chemists seek formula 


INDIANAPOLIS (AP) — Way- 
man Tisdale, the second player 
taken in the 1985 NBA draft, was 
traded to Sacramento Monday by 
the Indiana Pacers, who have lost 
10 in a row and have the league's 
third-worst record. 

In return, the Pacers got centre 
Lasalle Thompson and little-used 
guard Randy Wittman to help 
alleviate what they said was bad 
team chemisny. Indiana, 11-38 
on the season, also sent a second- 
round draft pick to the Kings and 
waived veteran guard John Long 
to make room for Thompson and 
Wittman. 

General manager Donnie 
Walsh would not say whether 
further moves were likely before 
Thursday’s trading deadline, 
although there has teen specula- 
tion the Pacers are dying to deal 
forward Herb Williams. 

“Wayman is not a scapegoat in 
any fashion.” Walsh said of the 
6-foot-8 Tisdale, a three-time all- 
American at Oklahoma, who was 
picked just behind Patrick Ewing 
of New York in 1985. “Chemistry 
is a 12-man problem, or a five- 
man problem for the players on 
the floor." 

Tisdale, the Pacers’ sixth man 
for most of his career, was second 
on the team in scoring this season 
at 16 points a game and third in 
rebounding at 6.5. But he recently 
complained about his status and 
inconsistent playing time and said 
be would rather be traded. 

“We need to make a move for 
a consistent post-up player and 
Wayman Tisdale would fit that 
bill extremely well,” said coach 
Jerry Reynolds of the kings, who 
are sixth in the Pacific division at 
14-35. “Any player who was the 
second player in the draft is the 
kind you would want if you’re 
building.’' 

Walsh said Tisdale's comments 


GOREN BRIDGE 


BY CHARLES GOREN 
AND OMAR SHARIF 
eiWH Trtbuna Madia Sanfcae. Inc. 


CON JOB BY THE DEFENSE 


East-West vulnerable. North 
deals. 

NORTH 

* K Q 6 
7 K Q 8 

O A K J 10 5 

* J 6 * 

WEST EAST 

*10 8 5 3 ♦ A 9 7 4 2 

9 Void 7 10 9 7 4 

0 9742 a g 

* K Q 10 5 2 * A 9 3 - 

SOUTH 

* J 

7 A J 653 2 
0 Q 63 

* 874 
Tbe bidding: 

North East South West 

1 0 Pass 1 7 Pass 

3 7 Pass 4 7 Pass 

Opening lead: King of * 

It is hard enough for the defend- 
ers to take all the tricks to which 
they are entitled. But sometimes 
even that is not enough. That's 
when you have to make bricks out 
of straw. 

North had an impossible rebid to 
make. To jump to three hearts he 
really needed a fourth heart; and a 
leap to two no trump was not ideal 
without a dub stopper. We really 
don’t mind which of the two lies you 
would choose to tell— on this band 
the final contract would be the 


same, and there’s no telling which 
will turn out right in other cases. 

West led the king of clubs, and 
East paused to take stock. Declarer 
had to have the ace of hearts for his 
two bids, so realistically three tricks 
in the black suits were all the de- 
fenders could expect unless West 
held the jack of hearts. However, 
East knew that trumps were break- 
ing badly for declarer, and he was 
able to use that knowledge to pull 
off a slick swindle. 

Instead of making the normal 
play of encouraging a club continu- 
ation by playing the nine, East over- 
took the king with the ace and 
returned the nine. To all the world, 
declarer included, it looked as if 
East held a doubleton club. West 
was certainly taken in, because he 
took the queen of dubs and led a 
third round of the suit. 

Declarer was not going to let East 
score a cheap ruff, so he trumped in 
dummy with the queen, which 
would have been perfectly safe 
against a normal trump distribu- 
tion. When his right-hand oppo- 
nent followed with a third dub, 
declarer began to have an inkling of 
what was about to befall. And when 
West showed out on the first round 
of trumps, it was confirmed — down 
one. 


THE BETTER HALF® 


By Harris 


HARRIS 3-3 



“You remind me of vegetables. You 
always come to dinner cold, 
steamed, spoiled or pickled." 


I THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
I® by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


Unscramble these (our Jumbles, 
one letter to Bach square, lo form 
four ordinary words. 


SOSBA 





YERAW 





L 

AUTRI 




COSMAT 

i_ 

nrr 

L 



Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 

i»«Tiiir-cnrm 

(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: ADULT GLOVE FLABBY LEVITY 
Answer. Add this on for your protection, if you're about 
to lnvest—“-IGATE” 


Yesterday's 


were not a factor io the trade. 
“We were talking about this deal 
long before that," he said. 

But he said die reason was 


definitely team chemistry. 

“We have good individual 
players, but it just wasn't work- 
ing,” Walsh said. 


NBA Roundup 


NEW YORK (AP) — Here Is a 
roundup of National Basketball 
Association games Monday 
night: 

Cavaliers 110, Rockets 90 

RICHFIELD, Ohio (AP) — 
Mark Price scored 27 points 
and Larry Nance blocked seven 
shots as tbe Cleveland Cava- 
liers used a relentless defence to 
beat tbe Houston Rockets 110- 
90 for their 18th straight home 
victory. 

Tbe Cavaliers, improving tbe 
NBA's best record to 39-12, 
swarmed over Akeem Ola- 
jnwon whenever he touched tbe 
ball and made tbe Rockets’ 
centre work hard for aD of his 
21 points, more than three 
under his average. 

BoDs 102, TraHblazers 98 

CHICAGO (AP) — Michael 
Jordan scored 33 points and 
top draft choice will perdne hit 
two key Baskets as Chicago 
defeated Portland. 

Jordan scored 12 in the final 
quarter. He hit five straight 
free throws at the end of the 

ganw. 

Nuggets 103, Pistons 101 

DENVER (AP) — Alex En- 
glish's 30 points mid a missed 
18-footer (5.5- metre shot) by 
Isiah Thomas with three 
seconds left In the game en- 
abled Denver to withstand a 
furious Detroit. 

Thomas’ shot hit the rim, 
and be rebounded under tbe 
basket. But Fat Lever stole the 
ball before Thomas could get 
ofT another shot 
Hawks 114, Clippers 100 

ATLANTA (AP) — Domini- 
que Wilkins scored 30 points 
and Moses Malone had 21 points 
and 15 rebounds to lead Atlan- 
ta over the Los Angeles Clip- 
pers 114-100. 

It was the Clippers’ 24th loss 
in their last 25 games and was 


the Hawks’ fourth victory in 
five games since the all-star 
break. 

Nets 117, Heat 109 

EAST RUTHERFORD, New 
Jersey (AP) — Roy Hinson 
scored 24 points and Chris 
Morris 23 as the New Jersey 
Nets defeated the Miami Heat 
117-109, ending the expansion 
team's two-game winning 
streak. 

Miami, which had trailed by 
16 points late in tbe second 
quarter, rallied in the third 
period, twice taking one-point 
leads. 

Mavericks 105, Spurs 93 

SAN ANTONIO (AP) — 
Rolando Blackman scored 19 
of his 37 points in the fourth 
period as the Dallas Mavericks 
defeated tbe San Antonio Spurs 
for the ninth consecutive time, 
105-93. 

The Mavs also got 16 points 
and 21 rebounds from James 
Donaldson as Dallas outre- 
bounded tbe Spurs 59-30. 
Jazz 118, Sons 92 

SALT LAKE CITY (AP) — 
Karl Malone scored 28 of his 35 
points in the first half as tbe 
Utah Jazz won their fourth 
straight game, defeating the 
Phoenix Suns 118-92. 

John Stockton added 19 
points and 17 assists for the 
Jazz, while Thurl Bailey had 17 
points and Darrell Griffith 16. 
Lakers 100, Kings 97 

SACRAMENTO, California 
(AP) — Two free throws by 
David Rivers with four seconds 
left clinched the Los Angeles 
Lakers’ 100-97 victory over the 
Sacramento Kings. 

Byron Scott scored 33 — just 
two points shy of his season- 
high — to pace the Lakers. 
Kenny Smith and Ricky Berry 
led Sacramento with 15 points 
apiece. 


FORECAST FOR WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 22, 1989 


S85 HOROSCOPE 

- As Charted By the Carroll Rlgtiter Astrological Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
Take this tin* to renew your emo- 
tional and physical energy. Prepare 
for strong farces that can interfere 
with your plans. Enjoy variety and 
unique social contacts. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 191 
Avoid unnecessary risks. A new 
romantic connection can fulfill in- 
timate dreams. Contact a family 
friend from the past. 

TAURUS (Apr*20 to May 20) 
Boost self-confidence and pash 
yourself up the ladder of success. 
Career goals are soon to be 
achieved. Have a physical checkup. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) 
Sedentary lifestyles or anything 
goeB? Reality is somewhere 
between those two, and choices 
need to be made. Strike a balance. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to 
JuL 21) Some trendy dothes buying 
can give you an e m otional boost. Be 
at your best as first impressions 
will be Important to move forward. 

LEO (JoL 22 to Ang. 21) Patience 
is required to resolve a c o mpli c ated 
issue. More freedom and upscaled 
responsibility appear on the job. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) 
Tonight wil] be perfect for snaring 
sensual delights. A call to one who 


stranger 1 
SCORE 


is shy will increase your chances of 
success. 

LIBRA (Sept 23 to Oct. 22) A 
series of fast-paced activities will 
have you on the go. The evening 
vibratos with attention from a 
who catches your eye. 
>RPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) A 
sense of harms' will wash away the 
blues. You remain strong in fries of 
difficulties. Lovemaking and eve- 
ning activities are rew ardi ng. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 
21) Your adventurous mood will be 
pleasing if you shore it with a com- 
panion. Social co n ta ct s Incre as e. 
Resist the temptation to upend. ■ 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) 
Look at your own attitudes if you 
feel rejected by someone dear to 
you. Not a favorable day for impor- 
tant decisions, 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Fab. 19) 
Avoid negative people and prqph- 
ets of doom. At t un es your tolerant 
altrmstic ways 1st duds enter your 
personal Kfe. 

PISCES (Fob. 20 to Mar. 20) The 
sun's position in Pisces shines 
favorable Hght Enjoy personal suc- 
cess. Tonight was made for yoar 
loving ; 


THE Daily Crossword by Harvey Chew 


ACROSS 
1 Kind of poker 
S Sir In New 
Delhi 
10 Moist 

14 Domesticated 

15 Without ik) 

15 US author 
17 Dessert 

20 Fuel 

21 Mimicked 

22 Niamey's land 

23 Explorer 

Hedln 

24 SR 

28 Inferior 
racehorse 

29 Capabilities 

32 Flying prefix 

33 Bs«1 ill 

34 Meat 

36 One 1 cherish 

40 Sombrero 

41 Aids and King 

42 Iowa city 

43 Go backward 
45 Runnait 

47 Alas. Island 

48 Instance 
48 Houston 

playw 
52 Dirty 

52 Advanced deg. 
56 Pioneer 
orehanflst 

60 To ihefter 
81 Obliterate 

62 Confuted 

63 Jungle sound 

64 Diamond Hall 
ol Famar 

85 Actress Ted 

DOWN 

1 Kind of party 

2 Mulberry bark 

3 flaw Mil 

4 Dover's stats: 
abbr. 

5 Military 
engineer 

6 Stringer 

7 Did garden 
work 

6 One — mfilfam 
» Barbara — 


p 

a 

■ 

■ 

la 

■ 


■ 

m 




m 

■ 

■ 




OUU Trfcm Media Swrteei. he. 
All Hohta " 


10 Famed 
missionary 

11 Excited 

12 Persian 

13 Equal 

16 Roof edge 
19 Archbishop of 
Canterbury 

23 Portico 

24 Gr. island 

25 Nor. kbig 
25 Trodden way 

27 Hung, 
composer 

28 Mountain 
ridge 

29 Young years 

30 Subject matter 

31 Utlarar 
33 Carafe 
35 Disorderly 


Yesterday's Puzzle Sohrad: 


nnnn nnnnra nnnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnnnnnnnnn nnnn 
nnnnnnnn nnnmn 
nnnn nnnnn 
□nnnnn nfinraimn 
nnnnn nnnnn nnn 
nnnn nn^inn nnnn 
nnn nnnnn nnnnn 
nnnnnnnn nnnnnn 
nnnnn nnnn 
nnnnnn nnnnnnnn 
nnnn nnnnnnnnnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 


37 Excuse 

38 Entraaty 

69 Eastern 
nahmrmlty 

44 Reap 


45 Author 
Norman 

46 Capri aug- 
46 Thicket 

49 Partly open 

50 Aria 

51 Companion of 
Artemis 


52 Team of 
hones 

53 Tableland 

54 B e v era ge 

55 Hob. month 

57 Evergreen 

58 ParaegMen 

59 Slump 


World Youth Soccer Cup 


Iraq shocks Spain, set to qualify 


TAIF, Saudi Arabia (AP) — Iraq pulled off a 
surprise 2-0 win against Spain Monday in group D 
play at the World Youth Cup soccer championship. 
The half-time score was 1-0. 


Karrcm Mohammed Wali struck 
home in the 40th minute and 
Hussein Shaib Laith knocked in 
the second goal in the 51st. 

The victory at tbe King Fahd 
Sports City stadium in this moun- 
tain resort left the Gulf side 
poised to qualify for a quarter- 
final place in the 36-team under- 
19 competition. 

Iraq now needs only one point 
from Wednesday's match against 
Argentina to clinch the group's 
top place. But a win by Argentina 
or by Spain in its match against 
Norway, would* leave the quali- 
fiers to be decided on goal differ- 
ence. 

Iraq repeatedly tore through 
the Spanish team’s defence, un- 
deceived by its off-side trap. 
Spanish goalkeeper Jose Santiago 
Canizares Ruiz turned in a lack- 
adaisical performance. 

Iraq dominated the field, with 
eight players falling back in de- 
fence. then switching to a five- 
pronged counter-attack. 

Abdel Hameed Saad, A.A. 
Attia Riadh, Hussein Aii Salim, 
and Wali of Iraq stayed in thick of 
the action, with Laith providing 
some fine passes to keep the 
attacks flowing. - 

Theif efforts paid off close to 
the interval when Wali broke free 
to collect a curving cross and 
make his way forward. He beat 
the advancing Spanish keeper by 
sliding around him and slotting in 
the eoal. 

After the break, Iraq exploited 
a Spanish defence error when a 


> Larrainzar 
Santamaria' intended for Alberto 
Ferrer Llopis was neatly cut away 
by Laith and slammed home. 

But the Spaniard, the best de- 
fender in his team, made amends 
with a goal-line save after Laith 
again beat tbe keeper a few mi- 
nutes later. 

The United States downed 
East Germany in group C play at 
Jeddah, while Portugal squeaked 
past a nine-strong Nigeria in 
group A at Riyadh to secure a 
place in the knock-out second 
phase in the onder-19 contest. 

Colombia kept alive faint 
hopes of qualifying with a win 
over Syria in group B at Dam- 
mam. Two teams from each 
>up go through to the quarter- 


The young Iraqis upset the 
odds in group D with a 2-0 win in 
the mountain resort city of Taif. 
Goals came from Karrem 
Mohammed Wali in the 40th mi- 
nute and Hussein Shaib Laith in 
the Slst. 

The under- 19 team also vindi- 
cated their seniors. The Iraqi 
national squad was dismantled in 
Baghdad a few days ago after a 
dismal showing in ehmination 
games for the 1990 World Cup. 

With a 1-0 win against Norway, 
the Iraais need only a draw 
against Argentina Wednesday to 
clinch the group’s top place. 

But they may still regret not 
grabbing a few more goals from 
tbe weak Spanish defence to raise 
their chances of reaching the 


quarter-finals. For the group D 
team that reaches the knock-out 
second phase of the 16-team con- 
test could still be the one with the 
best goal average. 

A win by Argentina and by 
Spain against Norway, each with 
two points from two matches, 
could leave all three reams press- 
ing for the two quarter-final 
places. 

There are four teams in each 
group in the 16-nation tourna- 
ment whose finals are played on 
March 3. 

In Jeddah, an outstanding per- 
formance by American goalkeep- 
er Kasey Keller helped his team 
gain full points, and efficiently 
pushed the East Germans out of 
the running. 

Two strikes from counter- 
offensives by Troy Dayak (47th) 
and Steve Snow off a penalty 
(89th) boosted the American side 
before their key match against 
favourites Brazil Wednesday. 

Mali, also battling for the 
second sport, will play the East 
Germans in Wednesday's second 
match. 

Portugal qualified after sweat- 
ing it out against Nigeria, only 
scoring through Joao Pinto in the 
78th after Nduka Ugbade and 
Michael On ye ma char a were sent 
off. 

Nigeria battles Czechoslovakia 
for the other spot Wednesday 
with Portugal playing hosts Saudi 


Arabia, who already are out of 
running. 

Colombia stayed io the hunt 
with a 2-0 victory over Syria, 
thanks to goals by Wilson Munoz 
(42nd) and Diego Osorio off a 
penalty in the 54tb. 

One point from the final game 
against the Soviet Union, already 
qualified from Dammam, could 
take Colombia through — but 
only if Costa Rica falters against 
Syria. 

Nigeria had two players sent 
off and three booked as they 
crashed 1-0 to Portugal in an ill 
tempered match at the World 
Youth Soccer championship 
Monday. 

Joao Pinto scored an excellent 
goal 10 minutes from time to 
secure his side a quarter-final 
place after Nigerians Michael 
Onyemachare and Nduka 
Ugbade were dismissed in the 
second half for fouls on substitute 
Antonio Folha. 

Pinto volleyed home unmarked 
after Helio Sousa had nodded 
down Jose Xavier's cross to earn 
the Portuguese their second vic- 
tory and steer them to the top of 
group A two points clear of 
second- placed Nigeria and third- 
placed Czechoslovakia. 

Xavier came closest to break- 
ing the deadlock in a dull first half 
but Nigerian goalkeeper Angus 
Teiji denied him on both occa- 
sions. 


Garrison proposes, 
and Garf disposes 


FAIRFAX, Virginia (AP) — The 
numbers and the testimony of 
others indicate otherwise, but 
Zina Garrison thinks the top* 
players in women's tennis are 
catching up to Steffi Graf. 

West Germany’s Graf, who is 
84-3 since the beginning of 1968, 
has yet to lose a set in 12 matches 
this year. Her latest success was a 
6-1, 7-5 victory over. Garrison 
Sunday in the finals of the 
$300,000 Virginia Slims of 
Washington. 

Graf won 20 straight points at 
the outset of that match and 
dropped only 16 games in the five 
matches she played in the week- 
long tournament. But Garrison’s 
strong showing in the second set 
leads her to befieve that Graf, the 
world’s top-ranked player, is far 
from invulnerable. 

“I drink people an getting 
closer and closer to playing her 
(even),” Garrison said. “There 
are people who can give her a 
game. ...It’s just that she beats 
other people so badly, people 
dwell on those matches.” 

One such match occurred in 
the second round of the tourna- 
ment, when Graf disposed of 
Carling Basse tt-Seguso, 6-0, 6-0, 
in 42 minutes. After winning only 


16 points, Bassett-Seguso said 
some of Grafs shots were “not 
human,” mid that Graf would 
fare well on the men's circuit. 

Canadian Helen Kelesi, who 
managed to win one game from 
Graf two days later, said: “The 
game Steffi is playing right now, 
not many people can beat her. I 
don't know who can." 

Only two people have pulled 
off the feat in the last 12 months 
— Gabriela Sabatini, who has 
done it twice, and Pam Shriver. 

The five games Garrison cap- 
tured Sunday were the most Graf 
has surrendered in a set this year. 
Garrison's lone victory over Graf 
came in 1985, but the no. 9 player 
io the world got a shot of confi- 
dence from her strong second-set 
showing. 

“My better chances to beat her 
are probably in the summer,” she 
saia. “I’m about five pounds 
overweight, and I’ll be in better 
shape in die summer.” 

Graf won the Grand Slam last 
year and is one-quarter of the 
way to pulling off an encore 

At every tournament, in vir- 
tually eveiy interview, Graf is 
asked whether she can complete 
another slam. 
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Villa 400 sq. metres suitable for both 
office and residence use located in 
Shmeisani commercial area. 

Please contact phone 

657821, Amman 

during hrs. 9:00-17:00. 
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Fly with 



Pakistan International Airlines 



You are welcome to avail Pakistani hospitality on board 
PIA’s A-300 Air Bus every Wednesday at 2135 non-stop to jlj 
Karachi with Immediate and convenient connections to 1 
Dhaka, Bombay, DeUn, Colombo, Bangkok, Peking, Singa- 1 
pore, Tokyo and all domestic dries same day from Karachi. * 

Our incoming non-stop flights to Amman from Karachi now ;|; 
arrive every Friday at 1040 which also provide immediate 
connections from all above destinations. 

For further Information and your reservation please X 
contact nearest agent or our G5A M/S. JITT, Tel: 625981/ $! 
655156, King Hussein Street, Amman - Jordan. 


Peanuts 


2-Z7 




Mutt‘n’ Jeff 



BUT THE 
MARRIAGE 
LICENSE 
BUREAU 
ISCLOSEDI 
UNTIL 
MONDAY' 


I’M SORRy 
BUT I CAN’T, 

MARRY YOU 
WITHOUT A 
LICENSE-- 
COMEBACK 
MONDAY/ 



Andy Capp 



FANCY A QUICK ON6 AT 
THE SPOTTED COW/ P6Tp 


Ul 



I HATE "TO 
BRING UP 
THE SORDID 
SUBJECT OF- 



YOU NEEDN'T J 
WORRY 
ABOUT ANY ’ 
ARGUMENT 
ABOUT. 
WHO'S 
GOING- 
, 70 IW-, 


P ^ 

^ YOU MEAN THAT?] 
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A London policeman stands guard outside the publishers of novelist 
Salman Rushdie after Iran's leader Ayatollah Khomeini urged 
Muslims to kill the writer and those associated with the publication of 
his book, ‘The Satanic Verses'. 


Threat spills over 
to Hushdie’s wife 


LONDON (R) — A few hours 
before AvatoiJah Ruhollab 
Khomeini ordered the death of 
Salman Rushdie, the British au- 
;hor and his American wife were 
celebrating the launch of her own 
book "John Dollar” at a literary 
soiree in London. 

Now Marianne Wiggins, whose 
novel has received favourable re- 
views in the British press, is in 
hiding with her husband who was 
condemned by the Iranian spir- 
itual leader for alleged blasphemy 
in his award-winning novel "The 
Satanic Verses.” 


A statuesque 48-vear-old, Wig- 
shaie’s 


gins is Rushdie's second wife and 
said to be more than a match for 
his writing talent. 

Wiggins has been writing since 
the early 1970s but her reputation 
is confined largely to the United 
States. Only two of her four 
books. "Separate Checks," and a 
collection of stories. “Herself 
Alone,” have appeared in Bri- 
tain. 

She cancelled a promotional 
tour of the United States after 
Khomeini pronounced his edict 
and has not been seen since a 
dinner at an elegant London res- 
taurant for a sombre celebration 
of her book's publication. 

British newspapers have been 


reviewing her novel, an imagina- 
tive piece of work of fantasy with 
savage cannibalism on a desert 
island. The book is dedicated to 
her husband just as his own novel 
is dedicated “to Marianne.” 

In its review of the Wiggins 
book the Sunday Telegraph com- 
mented: “A week in which a 
price is put on your husband's 
head for a book which allegedly 
impugns the integrity of Muslims 
is scarcely the most opportune 
moment to publish your own 
novel.” 

Their novels, it added, are 
poles apart. “This strong and 
powerful fantasy is unlikely to 
offend anyone, with the possible 
exception of cannibals, whom it 
certainly portrays in an unfavour- 
able light.” 

The Independent newspaper 
said Wiggins' prose was "stylisti- 
cally adept, psychologically 
acute, brilliantly observant of a 
set of characters... (but) the 
novel still suffers from a sense of 
incompleteness, of harbouring 
material which has not yet been 
properly worked out.” 

Then it added: “At the present 
moment criticism is of rather less 
importance to Marianne Wiggins 
and Salman Rushdie than the 
business of staying alive.” 



Margaret Thatcher 


Helmut Kobl 


Kohl, Thatcher focus on 
missiles. Common Market 


FRANKFURT (AP) — Econo- 
mic issues and West German re- 
luctance to upgrade the Western 
alliance's short-range nuclear 
missiles dominated talks Monday 
between British Prime Minister 
Margaret Thatcher and West 
German Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl. 

Fried helm Ost, Kohl’s chief 
spokesman, said economics top- 
ped the agenda. He played down 
differences over modernising 
short-range nuclear weapons. 

"We are closer on many points 
than most people suspect,” Ost 
lold reporters. 

Bernard Ingham. Thatcher’s 
spokesman, told reporters after 
fhcjK'urfoag meeting: 

“there is a determination on 
the part of both countries to work 
close together” on the missiles 
issue. 

But he also reiterated Thatch- 
er's position that the weapons 
should be replaced. 

Ost said the two leaders also 
discussed problems linked to the 
implementation of the planned 
barrier-free European market in 
1992 3nd a proposed single Euro- 
pean currency. 

Britain is strongly opposed to 
creating a single European cur- 


rency as part of the barrier-free 
market. 

Kohl has said he wants to put 
off until 1991 or 1992 a decision 
on whether to replace the approx- 
imately 600 Lance missiles sta- 
tioned in West Germany. An 
earlier decision could make the 
missiles an issue in next year’s 
national election campaign io 
West Germany. 

West Germans have become 
increasingly interested in better 
ties with the Soviet bloc, and fear 
that introducing new missiles 
could thwart progress. 

The British and U.S. govern- 
ments have been pushing for the 
replacement of the aging missiles 
to boost West European de- 
fences. 

Kohl discussed the issue last 
week with visting U.S. Secretary 
of State James A. Baker. The 
summit is the first face-to-face 
meeting between Thatcher and 
Kohl since his talks with Baker. 

U.S. officials hope to replace 
the Lance missiles aimed at East 
Germany and Czechoslovakia 
with rockets capable of travelling 
up to 500 kilometres. The current 
Lance missiles have a 120 
kilometres range. 


OAU pushes for bigger Namibia force 


.ADDIS ABABA (R) — The secretary-general of the 
Organisation of African Unity (OAU), Ide Outnar- 
.ou, urged African nations Tuesday to provide troops 
or civilian staff to boost the size of the U.N. 
peacekeeping force in Namibia. 


Chimarou told a meeting of 
African foreign ministers in 
Addis Ababa that African states 
should be prepared to pay the 
expenses of any soldiers or civi- 
lians placed at the disposal of the 
United Nations, which will super- 
vise Namibia's transition to inde- 
pendence this year. 

"Africa must assert itself as a 
matter of principle to undertake a 
role in the decolonisation of 
Namibia, even if it means sending 
military or civilian personnel to 
make up for the reduced staff of 
the U.N. peacekeeping force.” 


Oumarou said. 

African nations, and the OAU 
itself, have strongly objected to 
the U.N. Security Council’s move 
to cut the size of the proposed 
force from 7.500 to 4,650. 

The Security Council's perma- 
nent members — Britain, France, 
China, the United States and the 
Soviet Union, which will meet the 
bulk of the cost of the peacekeep- 
ing force — say the reduction will 
cut costs. 

But African states are con- 
cerned that the force win be too 
small to prevent South Africa. 


ruler of Namibia for more than 70 
years, from influencing general 
elections scheduled for April in 
the run-up to independence. 

Oumarou, addressing ministers 
who are preparing for the OAU’s 
a nn ua! summit of heads of state 
in mid- 1989, said the OAU 
should play a role in the elec- 
tions. 

"The electoral process in Nami- 
bia can take an unpredictable 
turn given the unpredictability of 
South Africa, and the OAU must 
ensure that Namibians are not 
robbed of their independence,” 
he said. 

The South West Africa Peo- 
ple’s Organisation (SWAPO) 
nationalist group, which has 
fought South African rule in 
Namibia for more than 20 years, 
has said it fears Pretoria may send 
arms into the country to destabil- 


ise it. 

SWAPO, widely expected to 
win the elections, has also ac- 
cused South Africa of giving 
Namibian identity cards to South 
Africans to try to rig the polls in 
the mineral-rich territory once 
ruled by Germany. 

O umar ou said the OAU was 
pleased with the Brazzaville 
peace accord which opened the 
way for Namibia's independence 
as well as providing for a with- 
drawal of Cuban troops from 
Angola. 

He said the U.S.-mediated 
agreement between South Africa, 
Angola and Cuba had buoyed 
Washington's influence in Africa, 
where the United States has 
frequently been criticised for 
backing mainly rightist rebels. 

He added, however: “If Amer- 


ica remained neutral and con- 
fined itself to peace and a just 
solution, it would have brought 
the unjust regime in South Africa 
to heel a. long time ago.” 

Oumarou reiterated the 
OAU’s view that South Africa 
should lift its nationwide state of 
emergency, free political prison- 
ers and open negotiations with 
the black majority on creating a 
multi-racial state based on one- 
man, one-vote. 

He accused South Africa of 
destabilising governments of its 
black majority-ruled neighbours, 
the so-called frontline states. 

He cited in particular Mozam- 
bique, which has been racked by 
13 years of civil strife which the 
Maputo government blames on 
Pretoria's support for insurgents 
there. 


S. Africa strikers 
moved to hospital 


CAPE TOWN (R) — Fifteen 
South African activists who are 
st ag ing a hunger strike in protest 
against their detention without 
trial have been moved to hospit- 
al. church officials said Tuesday. 

They are among up to 135 
prisoners on a death fast in the 
Indian Ocean cities of East Lon- 
don and Pietermaritzburg to 
press for their release from deten- 
tion. the South African Council 
of Churches (SACC) said in a 
statement. 

• "F amil y members who attemp- 
ted to see the detainees at the 
hospital were refused permission 
to do so by policemen guarding 
the detainees/’ the SACC said. 

Of the 15, two of the prisoners 
had been held without charge for 
almost two years, the statement 
added. 

The church statement was re- 
leased as South African Law and 
Order Minister Adriaan Vlok 
acted to free dozens of political 
detainees and agreed to meet 
lawyers representing hundreds 


more. 

Lawyers said Vlok agreed 
Tuesday to meet representatives 
of about 300 people detained in 
East London, Pietermaritzburg 
and Durban, but had not yet set a 
date. 


About 300 detainees ended 
hunger strikes in Johannesburg 
and Port Elizabeth last week 
when Vlok agreed after meeting 
lawyers, families and clergymen 
to release a "substantial number” 
of South Africa’s estimated 1,000 
political detainees. 

Vlok made his concession in 
return for the suspension of hun- 
ger strikes after 21 detainees were 
taken to. hospitals in Johannes- 
burg, some of them on the verge 
of permanent brain, kidney and 
eye damage. 

The strike drew broad support, 
including a pledge by Allan 
Boesak, president of the World 
Alliance of Reformed Churches, 
to starve himself to death if the 
detainees were not freed. 


Peking issues new 
warning to Tibetans 


PEKING (R) — China delivered 
a stem warning to its restless 
minorities Tuesday, two weeks 
before the 30th anniversary of a 


failed Tibetan uprising against 
Chinese rule in the Himalayan 


region. 

“We must maintain a high de- 
gree of vigilance and wage a 
resolute struggle against destruc- 
tive separatist activities.” senior 
Communist Party official Yan 
Mingfu told a national conference 
in Peking on China's ethnic 
minorities. 

Conspiracies by a small num- 
ber of people could never suc- 
ceed, Yan said, according to the 
party newspaper. People’s Daily. 

The great majority of people 
would lawfully and severely crack 
down on the separatist movement 
in Tibet, a second official was 
quoted as saying Monday. 

Their warnings appeared 
aimed at Tibetan nationalists 
who, according to Western 
sources in the capital, Lhasa, 
want to hold demonstrations 
there to mark the 30th 
anniversary March 10 of a mass 


rebellion against Chinese rule. 

Communist troops crushed the 
1959 uprising and Tibet's spiritual 
leader, the Dalai Lama, fled into 
exile in India, where be still leads 
a campaign for Tibetan 
autonomy. 

Police opened fire on the last 
major demonstration by monks in 
December, killing a man carrying 
a Tibetan nationalist flag. 

The China news service said 
police in Lhasa had stopped 300 
nuns from marching towards the 
city centre Monday. It did not say 
whether there were any arrests. 

Nationalist flags and pro-inde- 
pendence leaflets appeared in 
front of a temple and a hospital in 
Lhasa, the agency said. Officials 
in Lhasa could not be contacted 
for comment but foreign 
travellers said by telephone that 
the city was quiet. 

Chinese authorities were 
watching the latest developments 
closely, the official news agency 
said. 

Buddhist monks and nuns have 
led several anti-Chinese marches 
in Lhasa since September 1987/ 



Mikhail Gorbachev 

Gorbachev 
under fire 
In Ukraine 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — Soviet 
leader Mikhail Gorbachev ar- 
rived in a Ukrainian industrial 
city Tuesday after coming under a 
barrage of criticism over his 
"perestroika” reform programme 
when he went on a walkabout in 
the Ukrainian capital, Kiev, 
Monday. 

But in marked contrast to pre- 
vious incidents of heckling, be 
appeared better prepared — nod- 
ding and smiling and abandoning 
a hectoring tone. 

Gorbachev told the crowds 
during his walkabout — a charac- 
teristic feature of his visits both at 
home and abroad — that the 
Soviet leadership was aware of 
the problems facing the country 
and working to deal with them. 

But he spoke against expecting 
magic solutions. “I could stand 
up and tell you we’ll solve every- 
thing in three years,” be said. 
"But that is just demagoguery/’ 

Soviet television showed Gor- 
bachev. followed by his wife 
Raisa and a far-from-relaxed 
Ukrainian Communist Party 
leader Vladimir Shcherbitsky, 
plunging into crowds on the first 
day of a visit to the southwestern 
Soviet republic. 

"Press on, press on.” he advo- 
cated after hearing repeated com- 
plaints about food shortages, 
prices, living conditions, and 
abuses of power. 

Gorbachev arrived Tuesday in 
the Ukrainian industrial city of 
Lvov, and prepared his first trip 
to the Chernobyl power plant 
nearly three years after the 
world’s worst nuclear . disaster 
there. 


Ex-Marcos aide 
retracts charges 


MANILA (R) — A former Phi- 
lippine cabinet minister Tuesday 
withdrew a statement naming 
Japan's Mitsui and Nisshio-Iwai 
companies as having allegedly 
paid deposed President Ferdi- 
nand Marcos kickbacks to win 
contracts. 

It was the second time in less 
than a week that Baltazar 
Aquino, public works and high- 
ways minister under Marcos, re- 
tracted allegations be made in a 
1987 affidavit linking seven 
Japanese firms to the alleged 
payoffs. 

Last Friday he withdrew 
accusations against two other 
companies, Marubeni Corpora- 
tion and C. Itoh and Company, 
which he had also named in the 
affidavit. 

Aquino, no relation to Presi- 
dent Corazon Aquino, made the 
retraction at the resumption of a 
hearing in connection with graft 
charges against Marcos filed by 
government lawyers. 


“No, that is not correct. They 
are not involved.” Aquino said, 
refusing to affirm portions of his 
affidavit linking Mitsui and Nis- 
shio-fwai to the alleged payoffs. 

He affirmed that Sakai Heavy 
Industries. Sumitomo, and Toyo 
trading gave "voluntary commis- 
sions” to the former president in 
return for assurances they would 
win contracts to supply equip- 
ment for road-building projects. 

"I would like to emphasise that 
they gave voluntary commissions 
and not kickbacks,” Aquino said. 
"But I don't remember anymore 
bow much was the amount of the 
contracts.” 

Aquino. 79 and suffering from 
a heart problem and hearing diffi- 
culties, had named the seven 
companies as having given him 
commissions for Marcos totalling 
$4.5 million. He said he depo- 
sited the amounts in Marcos’s 
account in a Hong Kong branch 
of Swiss Banking Corporation. 


Soviets could have 200,000 
AIDS cases by year 2000 


MOSCOW (R) — Experts in the 
Soviet Union, where AIDS was 
once officially described as "a 
capitalist phenomenon.” believe 
the country could have 15 million 
200 with 200,000 people dead or 
infected. 

The Communist Parry news- 
paper Pravda said the figure was 
based on the current rate that 
AIDS (acquired immunity de- 
ficiency syndrome) is spreading 
across the country. 

At the same time, the trade 


‘By the year 2000, the number 
of carriers will rise to 15 million 
and the sick and dead to 
200 , 000 .” 

According to Trud, Kondmsy- 
ev told the conference there were 


currently 150 people infected 
— 30 more than the 


union daily Trud quoted Deputy 

Kon- 


Health Minister Alexander 
drusyev as saying medical calcula- 
tions suggested there would be 

55.000 carriers by the end of the 
century with 1,300 infected. 

The widely-varying figures 
came in separate reports in the 
two_ newspapers following a con- 
ference of an emergency commis- 
sion on AIDS in Moscow Mon- 
day chaired by Health Minister 
Yevgeny Chazov. 

‘‘Mathematicians calculate 
that, at the current growth rate of 
the disease, by 1995 there will be 
in the country approximately 

600.000 carriers and 6,000 sick 
and dying from AIDS,” Pravda 
said. 


with AIDS 
total given by the top Soviet 
specialist on the disease, Valentin 
Pokrovsky, last month. 

“By the year 2000, according to 
preliminary calculations, there 
will be 55,000 carriers and the 
number of people ill with the 
disease will be approximately 
1,300,” the deputy minister 
added, according to Trud. 

The Pravda report said a spe- 
cial commission sent to the north- 
ern Caucasus town of Elista last 
month after 27 infants had been 
infected with AIDS in a materni- 
ty hospital found that infected 
syringes were still being used 
there. 


The commission found blood in 
syringes that had officially been 
sterilised in the hospital's' labor- 
atories and passed for further 
use. “We have to speak of an 
inertia of irresponsibility/’ Prav- 
da added. 


Hong Kong to forcibly repatriate boat people 


HONG KONG (R) — Hong 
Kong may seek to empty its 
crowded refugee camps by forc- 
ing some Vietnamese boat people 
to return home, the British col- 
ony’s governor said Tuesday. 

Sir David Wilson, in London 
for talks with senior officials and 
Prime Minister Margaret Thatch- 
er, spelled out the government's 
determination in an interview 
with Radio Hong Kong Tuesday. 

"It is absolutely necessary that 
we should go ahead with all parts 
of our policy, including the man- 
datory return of all who are not 
refugees to Vietnam/' he said. 

Hong Kong regards many re- 
cent arrivals from Vietnam not as 


refugees fleeing political persecu- 
tion or war, but illegal immig- 
rants trying to escape economic 
hardship. About 25,000 Viet- 
namese are housed in camps and 
detention centres here. 


Wilson’s comments, made only 
a week before the first boat peo- 
ple axe due to head back to Hanoi 
from Hong Kong voluntarily, 
mark the first time a senior offi- 
cial has been so frank on the 
repatriation issue. 


Western diplomats in the Brit- 
ish colony said they were sur- 
prised at the outspoken nature of 
the governor’s remarks, saying 
that until now officials had taken 


care to stress they were only 
trying to establish the principle of 
repatriation. 

Previously Hong Kong officials 
had only said repatriation could 
not be ruled oui as an option, but 
Wilson emphasised be thought 
there was now no choice. 

“It is not an inhumane policy if 
carried out with the backing of 
the United Nations High Com- 
missioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR) and with assurances 
from Vietnam," Wilson said. 

But officials in Hong Kong 
made it quite dear forced repat- 
riation would apply only to boat 
people who arrived after June 16 


last year unless they prove they 
are genuine refugees. 

That involves about 10,500 re- 
fugees, some of whom have 
already agreed to return to Viet- 
nam voluntarily. The 15,000 or so 
who arrived before then will con- 
tinue to await resettlement in 
third countries. 

The first group of 81 returnees 
is due to return to Hanoi March 1 
following a visit earlier this 
month by a four-man Vietnamese 
immigration team which con- 
ducted interviews and issued 
travel documents. 

They are returning under 
UNHCR supervision through an 


agreement reached late last year 
between Britain, Hong Kong and 
Vietnam, under which Hanoi 
agreed not to persecute them. 

But diplomats in Hong Kong 
said forced repatriation could run 
into major problems. 

"It’s going to take a lot to 
persuade British government 
ministers, including Mrs. Thatch- 
er. that forced repatriation is 
worth the political and humanita- 
rian backlash,” a Western diplo- 
mat said. 

Other diplomats pointed out 
that Vietnam had not agreed to 
take back people who were 
forced to return, nor was it likely 
to do so. 


Amazon Indians on warpath against dams 


ALTAMIRA, Brazil (AP) — In 
their first joint political action, 
more than 500 Indians from 20 
Amazon ram forest tribes have 
gathered in this jungle town to 
protest planned hydroelectric 
dams that would flood their 
lands. 

Sporting green-and-yellow 
feathered headdresses and red and 
black warpaint, about 100 war- 
riors from the Kayapo tribe ran 
chanting into a brick community 
centre Monday in Altamira, 
which is 3,220 kilometres north- 
west of Rio de Janiero. 

The tribe circled in a ritual 
dance, then sat to applaud as the 
men, women and children of each 
subsequent tribe arrived for a 
week of debates, speeches and 
other events. 

For the first time, Amazon 
tribes were together to discuss 
common concerns. 

The Indians are protesting the 
proposed Kararao and Babaquara 
dams on the Amazon’s Xingu 


River. If built, the reservoirs 
would flood about 7,770 square 
kilometres of jungle, displacing 
7,000 of the 220,000 Indians who 
remain in Brazil. 

About five million Indians 
roamed the country when the 
Portuguese arrived in the 1500s 
and “settled" what is now South 
America’s largest nation. 

Anthropologists have express- 
ed fears about the Indians’ con- 
tinued survival, as hundreds of 
thousands of non-Indian homes- 
teaders, ranchers and prospectors 
stream into the Amazon annual- 
ly, chopping and burning away 
the rain forest and ignoring de- 
marcations of native tribal areas. 

“We want the government to 
rethink the dams/’ Jorge Terena 
of the Terena tribe told a cheer- 
ing crowd packed into the com- 
munity centre. ‘’The land is 
sacred to us. It has the roots of 
our culture and our ancestors.” 

"We will not accept the dams/ 1 
said David Yanomami of the 


Yanomami tribe. “The river will 
rise. The fish will die. The game 
will move away." 

Later in the day, thousands of 
fanners and local shopowners 
marched through Altamira. a 
town of 38,000, carrying placards 
saying “dams mean more jobs 
and more progress" and "gringos 
leave us in peace." 

"I know the Indians will have 
problems, but I’m in favour of the 
dams/’ said Raimundo Castro 
Bastos, owner of an Altamira 
bar. “I believe the dams will 
bring development and progress 
for us.” 

Government and industry lead- 
ers say the energy provided by 
the dams is vital for the growth of 
this Third World nation. 

The government representative tq 
the meeting, Fernando Mesquita, 
president of the Brazilian En- 
vironment Institute, spoke to 
whistles and boos from the 
crowd, which included native In- 
dian leaders from around the 



world, hundreds of foreign and 
Brazilian environmentalists. 

The late December shooting 
death of internationally-known 
Amazon ecologist Francisco 


Mendes, who fought against the 
destruction of the rain forest by 
ranchers, increased international 
awareness of the movement to 
preserve the jungle 
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Tempers flare over 
late firemen 


NEPLES (R) — Police had 
cool blazing tempers in Naples 
when angry residents attacked 
firemen who took half an hour to 
get to a burning apartment a few 
hundred metres from their fire 
station. Six people were hurt in 
Monday’s fire. Firemen blamed 
chaotic'traffic and parked cars for 
the delay. 


Supersize 
sausage feast 


BELGRADE (AP) — Butchers 
prepared a 137-metre-long saus- 
age for the annual feast in the 
village of Turija, a news agency 
reports. The sausage was pre- 
sented Saturday to tourists from 
Sibenik who arrived in Turija to 
represent their town on the cen- 
tral Adriatic coast at the feast, 
according to Tanjug. the official 
Yugoslav news agency. The cere- 
mony was part of the prepara- 
tions for the annual sausage feast 
in Turija. For the next two 
weekends, thousands of people 
from all parts of the country are 
expected to converge on the Vo- 
jvodina village for the festival. 


Up for the blast, 
down for the record 


KUALA LUMPUR ( AP) — Fes- 
tival organisers set off an 5,723- 
metre chain of firecrackers worth 
about 50,000 ringgits (S18.330) 
Monday, and prepared to claim a 
world record, the national news 
agency Bemama reported. With 
about 2,000 people watching, a 
total of 3:338.777 firecrackers 
containing 666 kilogrammes of 
gunpowder were set off in the 
firecracker firing festival, Bema- 
ma reported from Johore 
Baharu, 290 kilometres south of 
Kuala Lumpur. A local entrep- 
reneur paid for the firecrackers, 
Bemama added. The festival, 
marking the 15th day of the 
Chinese Lunar New Year, was 
organised by the Tampoi branch 
of the Youth Movement of 
Malaysia. Jackson Tim, the 
movement's chairman, said the 
group would try to enter the 
firecracker feat in the Guinness 
Book of World Records. The 
current world record is 3,988 
metres, established in Macao 
June 27, 1987. using 2,788,0)0 
firecrackers and 600 kilogrammes 
of gunpowder. The firing took six 
hours and 49 minutes to com- 
plete. he said. 


Duchess of York 
'not expecting’ 


LONDON (AP) — Buckingham 
Palace said Monday a newspaper 
report that the Duchess of York 
is expecting her second baby was 
"all speculation." The Today 
newspaper said Monday that the 
duchess received a weekend visit 
from gynecologist Anthony Ken- 
ney who delivered her first baby, 
Princess Beatrice, Aug. 8. 
“Royal watchers are convinced 
that Mr. Kenney’s visit ... heralds 
a brother or sister for Beatrice,” 
the newspaper said. Kenney's 
office refused to confirm the visit, 
and a palace spokesman said: 
"It’s all speculation, we’ve got 
nothing to say." The duchess, 
29. is married to Prince Andrew, 
the second son of Queen Eli- 
zabeth II. 


Baboons make a 
monkey 

out of road alarms 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — Ba- 
boons were making a monkey out 
of South Africa’s motorway 
emergency call-out system. Ap- 
ing distressed drivers, the ba- 
boons were hitting the alarm but- 
tons at service stations and had 
breakdown crews chasing their 
tails. Bui engineers have boxed in 
the buttons with baboon-proof 
cubicles and the monkey business 
has now stopped. 


Be a president 
— at $2 


>20,000 a night 


PEKING (R) — Fancy being 
pampered like a king as a guest of 
China? You can sleep in the same 
bed, swim in the same pool and 
eat the same dishes as U.S. Presi- 
dent George Bush — for just 
$20,000 a night in China’s elitist , 
Diaoyutai State Guesthouse. In 
tune with China’s swing front . ~ 
communism to a more capitalist- . . 
style society, the sfate-run resi- ,-v 
dence on Peking’s western fringes ■ 
has thrown open its suites to the . • 
wealthy as well as the famous.; 
“All of Peking’s parks, aie.^ 
crowded but here it is peaceful* ^ 
and tranquil. This is no ordinary/- 
hotel and, best of all, it is se- -/:.v 
cure/’ said deputy director SutfjS/'j 
Guotong. Swathes of parkland^/ 
with lakes and streams, t 1 " - 
fishing grounds of emperors^ 
years ago, give each of lhe> 
villas the air of a country a ' 
sion. Preparations .for.Bi 
arrival Saturday, the 
Emperor Hirohito’s f 
Tokyo, are especially 
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